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Hello Members and Friends,

Hope everyone is enjoying their winter! Spring is
right around the corner. Speaking of Spring, our

first in-person PDT in three years will be
happening on Friday, April 28th, at Mercer

County Community College. I think we have a
great program lined up as sessions will include

topics on hiring practices, workers'
compensation law, re-imagining state and local

audit organizations, tax scams and more. You can
register here.

 
There is a virtual 2 hour Cybersecurity webinar

on March 22, 2023. This webinar will be FREE for
members and $10 for non-members. Space is

limited and it will be first come, first serve. You
can register here.

 
We are also accepting nominations for our 2022-

2023 Trenton Chapter Awards. We will be
accepting nominations for various awards and

scholarships through March 31st. More
information is included within the newsletter.

 
On a sad note, I would like to send my

condolences to the family and friends of
Christopher Schwartz, who recently passed

away. Chris was a long-time member of the AGA
Trenton Chapter and was a valued member of our

board for many years. Chris was last year’s
recipient of the James J. Dolan Award which is

presented to an individual who has
enthusiastically supported and made

contributions to enhance the Chapter’s activities
and goals over many years. He was a great

person who always had a smile on face and was
willing to help with anything that was asked. He

will be missed!
Take care,

Robert Rizzo
Trenton Chapter President

 

AGA Trenton Chapter is currently soliciting and
accepting thoughtful articles on a wide range of

government financial topics and may also
publish articles relating to Tax, Practice

Management, Financial Reporting, Audit, and
Accounting. Chosen articles will be featured in

the next newsletter and may qualify for CPE
credits. For additional information, please

contact: agatrenton@gmail.com

The program is open to AGA members only. We all have
a responsibility to leave this world better than we
found it and to have a positive impact on the next
generation of government leaders. Mentoring is

important, not only because of the knowledge and
skills young professionals can learn from mentors, but

also because mentoring provides professional
socialization and personal support. 
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Email AGA or contact a
board member with any

personal news you would
like to share to the

membership in future
newsletters.
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CHAPTER LEADERSHIP 2022-2023

https://www.agacgfm.org/Chapters/Trenton-Chapter/TrainingEvents/Event-Calendar/2023-Spring-PDT.aspx
https://www.agacgfm.org/Chapters/Trenton-Chapter/TrainingEvents/Event-Calendar/Cybersecurity-Webinar-March-22,-2023.aspx
https://www.agacgfm.org/Membership/Mentoring.aspx


 MEMBERS' MILESTONES
L I F E T I M E  M E M B E R S H I P  I S  B E S T O W E D  U P O N  I N D I V I D U A L S  W H O

H A V E  M A I N T A I N E D  A C T I V E  M E M B E R  S T A T U S  F O R  4 0  C O N S E C U T I V E
Y E A R S ,  T O  R E C O G N I Z E  T H E I R  D I S T I N G U I S H E D  S E R V I C E  T O  A G A .

L I F E T I M E  M E M B E R S H I P S  A R E  A W A R D E D  E A C H  J A N U A R Y .  
 

A G A  T R E N T O N  C H A P T E R  W O U L D  L I K E  T O  C O N G R A T U L A T E  O U R
M E M B E R S  O N  T H E I R  L I F E  M E M B E R S H I P S !

P A U L  B A R O N
T O M  T R O U T M A N

M I C H A E L  F A B I A N
W I L L I A M  S H A N N O N

 

CHAPTER SPOTLIGHT
AGA Trenton Chapter members were all smiles (and no gutter frowns!) at the

annual Bowling and Networking Event at Slocum's Bowling Alley.

Advance, Grow, Accelerate!Advance, Grow, Accelerate!

AGA Trenton Chapter members had a great time at
the Happy Hour Social Event at Blend Bar & Bistro.



I N  M E M O R I A M
C H R I S T O P H E R  S C H W A R T Z

1 9 6 4 - 2 0 2 3
 

 
A G A  T R E N T O N  I S  S A D  T O  A N N O U N C E  T H E
P A S S I N G  O F  O U R  F R I E N D  A N D  L O N G T I M E

M E M B E R ,  C H R I S T O P H E R  S C H W A R T Z .  C H R I S T O P H E R
W A S  A N  A C T I V E  S U P P O R T E R  O F  T H E  T R E N T O N

C H A P T E R  A N D  H E L D  T H E  P O S I T I O N  A S  T R E N T O N
C H A P T E R ' S  V I C E  P R E S I D E N T  O F  F I N A N C E ,

A D M I N I S T R A T I O N ,  A N D  P R O G R A M S  I N  2 0 1 9 .  
H E  A T T E N D E D  T H E  F O R M E R  T R E N T O N  S T A T E

C O L L E G E  A N D  R E C E I V E D  H I S  B A C H E L O R S  D E G R E E

I N  P O L I T I C A L  S C I E N C E  A N D  W E N T  O N  T O  W O R K

I N  A  F I N A N C I A L  C A P A C I T Y  F O R  T H E  S T A T E  O F

N E W  J E R S E Y ,  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  H U M A N  S E R V I C E S

I N  T H E  D I V I S I O N  O F  M E N T A L  H E A L T H  A N D

A D D I C T I O N .  C H R I S T O P H E R  W O R K E D  F O R  T H E

S T A T E  F O R  O V E R  3 0  Y E A R S .

M A N Y  I N  O U R  C H A P T E R  R E M E M B E R  H I M  W E L L ,

A N D  A P P R E C I A T E  T H E  G E N E R O S I T Y  O F  H I S  T I M E ,

E S P E C I A L L Y  I N  H E L P I N G  W I T H  S C H O L A R S H I P S

A N D  A W A R D S  D I N N E R .

 

AGA Trenton is pleased to have  Interfaith
Caregivers of Greater Mercer County as their Paul
Vidunas Charity of the 2022-2023 Chapter Year.

 
Interfaith Caregivers of Greater Mercer County is a

501(c)3 charitable organization established in
1994 with a “Faith in Action” grant from the Robert

Wood Johnson Foundation. For well over two
decades, we have worked to improve the quality of
life and help meet the concerns and special needs

of the underserved, homebound elderly and adults
with disabilities in Mercer County, New Jersey.

 
Their interdenominational coalition of 25

congregations and over 360 trained volunteers
provide caregiving support and wellness

program that enables seniors and adults with
disabilities to age safely in their homes and
communities. All services and programs are

offered free-of-charge without proselytization or
regard to race, religion, ethnicity, national origin,

sexual orientation, or income.

Paul Vidunas Charity For The 2022-2023 Year: Interfaith Caregivers of Greater Mercer County

Advance, Grow, Accelerate!Advance, Grow, Accelerate!

https://www.icgmc.org/interfaith-coalition/
https://www.icgmc.org/neighbors-helping-neighbors/
https://www.icgmc.org/project-healthy-bones/


TRENTON
CHAPTER EVENTS

 
Enterprise Risk Management

Workshop (ERM)
 Washington, D.C.

This event provides participants
with practical insight from

Enterprise Risk Management
(ERM) leaders. The workshop

includes presentations as well as
facilitated table discussions,

where we move from academic
discussions to "how-to"

explanations and examples. The
small, facilitated groups enhance
opportunities for both hands-on

work and Q&A.
Private-sector participation is

available via sponsorship only. 
 
 

Professional
Development
Training (PDT)

July 23–26, 2023 |
Orlando

AGA’s Professional
Development Training

(PDT) brings together a
broad audience of federal,

state and local
government financial

professionals. PDT offers
educational sessions over

three days of training.
 

Upcoming Events

AGA NATIONAL
EVENTS

AGA Trenton Chapter
PROGRAM YEAR 2022-2023
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Renew!
M E M B E R S H I P  R E N E W A L S  A R E

D U E  O N  M A R C H  3 1 S T !
 

Y O U  C A N  A L S O  G I V E  T H E  G I F T
O N  M E M B E R S H I P !

 
 
 
 
 

C L I C K  H E R E  F O R  M O R E
I N F O R M A T I O N !

 

LET'S GO CGFM MONTH!
 WEAR  RED! 3/22/2023

DON'T FORGET TO SEND US YOUR PICTURES!

CGFM
CGFM

https://www.agacgfm.org/Events/TTS/Home.aspx
mailto:mcordova@agacgfm.org?cc=sfritzlen@agacgfm.org&subject=2022%20PIO-CFO%20Summit%20Sponsorship
https://www.agacgfm.org/Events/ERMWorkshop/ERM-Workshop-Home.aspx
https://www.agacgfm.org/Events/PDT/PDT-Home.aspx
https://www.agacgfm.org/Events/PDT/PDT-Home.aspx
https://www.agacgfm.org/Events/ERMWorkshop/ERM-Workshop-Home.aspx
https://www.agacgfm.org/Events/ERMWorkshop/ERM-Workshop-Home.aspx
https://www.agacgfm.org/Events/WomensForum/Home.aspx
https://www.agacgfm.org/Training/Webinars/2022-2023-Webinars/Cybersecurity-ERM.aspx
https://www.agacgfm.org/CGFM/Candidates/PreparingforExams/CGFMVirtualCourses.aspx
https://www.agacgfm.org/Chapters/Trenton-Chapter/TrainingEvents/Event-Calendar/Cybersecurity-Webinar-March-22,-2023.aspx
https://www.agacgfm.org/Membership/JoinOrRenew.aspx
https://www.agacgfm.org/togo
https://www.agacgfm.org/Membership/GiftOfMembership.aspx
https://www.agacgfm.org/Membership/GiftOfMembership.aspx
https://www.agacgfm.org/Membership/GiftOfMembership.aspx


Earn 7 CPEs! 
 

Save the Date for our Annual Spring
Professional Development Training on

Friday, April 28th . 
 

For more information, please contact:
agatrenton@gmail.com

2023 SPRING PDT2023 SPRING PDT
FRIDAYFRIDAY

APRIL 28, 2023APRIL 28, 2023  
AT MERCER COMMUNITYAT MERCER COMMUNITY

COLLEGECOLLEGE





WHAT IS CGFM?
Certified Government Financial Manager® (CGFM®) is a
professional certification awarded by AGA, demonstrating
competency in governmental accounting, auditing, financial
reporting, internal controls and budgeting at the federal, state
and local levels.
CGFM is a respected credential that recognizes the
specialized knowledge and experience needed to be an
effective government financial manager.
Being a CGFM allows you to expand your career opportunities
and distinguishes you from others in your field.

WHAT IS THE CGFM
CERTIFICATION PROCESS?

SAMPLE AGA CGFM EXAM
QUESTION

Step 1 — Read AGA's Code of Ethics
Step 2 — Apply for the CGFM
Program
Step 3 — Submit Required Degree
Documentation
Step 4 — Receive an Eligibility
Letter
Step 5 — Prepare for the CGFM
Examinations
Step 6 — Schedule the CGFM
Examinations
Step 7 — Take the CGFM
Examinations
Step 8 — Submit a Work
Verification Form
Step 9 — Receive CGFM Award
Letter
Step 10 — Receive Your CGFM
Certificate and Maintain Your
Certification

Take AGA's Live, Virtual
Courses
AGA's CGFM Online
Training Portal
In-person: Individuals
looking for scheduled
classroom training can
register for CGFM course
1, course 2 and course 3
held through
Management Concepts.

CLICK HERE FOR ADDITIONAL CGFM REFERENCES

HOW CAN I PREPARE
FOR THE EXAMS?

CGFM LIVE, VIRTUAL
COURSES SCHEDULE

PROGRAM YEAR 2022-2023
FEBRUARY-MARCH 2023

https://www.agacgfm.org/CGFM/Candidates/PreparingforExams/CGFMVirtualCourses.aspx
https://www.agacgfm.org/togo
https://www.managementconcepts.com/course/id/5601
https://www.managementconcepts.com/course/id/5602
https://www.managementconcepts.com/course/id/5603
https://www.agacgfm.org/CGFM/Candidates/PreparingforExams.aspx
https://www.agacgfm.org/CGFM/Candidates/PreparingforExams/CGFMVirtualCourses.aspx


DESCRIPTION OF AWARDS
A G A  T R E N T O N  C H A P T E R

The AGA Trenton Chapter annually recognizes outstanding individuals with meritorious
achievement in the field of financial management. This is a great opportunity to recognize your

staff. We are pleased to announce that the awards committee is currently accepting nominations
for the following awards:

 
The James J. Dolan Award

Established in honor of the Chapter's founding president, conferred on a member of eminent
service to the Chapter. (Any member of AGA, except an individual serving as a Chapter Officer, is

eligible for this award).
 

Distinguished Leadership Award
Conferred on individuals in government service who have provided sustained outstanding

leadership in government management (financial, IT, human resources, etc.) over a period of
years, resulting in notable contributions to government management. (Nominees need not be a

member of AGA)
 

Achievement of the Year Award
Accords recognition for leadership or outstanding achievement in developing, implementing, or

improving management in government. (Nominees need not be a member of AGA but must have
been employed in government service at the time the work being recognized was performed)

 
Education and Training Award

Conferred on individuals who have made significant contributions to the education and training
of government employees. (Nominee need not be a member of AGA)

 
Special Achievement Award

Accords recognition for notable contributions toward improving government management
(financial, IT, human resources, etc.) early in a professional career. (Nominee must be under age

thirty-five at the end of the preceding calendar year to be eligible for this award)
 

 Thomas J. Kaschak Memorial Scholarship
Established as a memorial to Thomas J. Kaschak, a member of the Trenton Chapter of the AGA

and First Vice President at the time of his death in 1982. A scholarship is presented, together with
a plaque at the Chapter's Annual Awards Meeting, to an individual who is demonstrating sound

scholastic achievement, in addition to participation in extracurricular and/or civic activities.
(Nominees must be enrolled in an institution of higher learning in the pursuit of a degree. First

priority for scholarship will be given the dependents of Chapter members.) ***NOTE: To nominate
someone for this scholarship, you must fill out and complete the attached "2023 Thomas J

Kaschak Scholarship" and attach any High School or College Transcripts***
 

AWARDS COMMITTEE MAY CONSIDER CANDIDATES OUTSIDE OF THE STATED PARAMETERS ON A
CASE BY CASE BASIS.

If you would like to nominate someone, please complete the following steps no later than Friday,
March 31, 2023:

 
Please click the following links to complete the applications online:

Chapter Awards: https://forms.gle/7HnKoAtr4QJ2mfFU8
Thomas J. Kaschak Memorial Scholarship: https://forms.gle/j8Cnbn6LpAPrbJ1g6

 

FEBRUARY-MARCH 2023
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https://forms.gle/7HnKoAtr4QJ2mfFU8
https://forms.gle/j8Cnbn6LpAPrbJ1g6


2023 AGA TRENTON CHAPTER AWARDS 

( ) The James Dolan Award 
( ) Distinguished Leadership Award 
( ) Achievement of the Year Award 
( ) Education and Training Award 
( ) Special Achievement Award 
( ) Thomas J. Kaschak Memorial Scholarship
 

*

Additional supporting information may accompany this nomination form. Please be concise as possible. We may 
contact you for additional information, if necessary. 
Biographical Sketch of Nominee (position, title, education, other pertinent background information, etc.) 

 
Date: __________________ 

I would like to nominate the following individual for a 2023 AGA Trenton Chapter Award: 

(Name) 

(Address) (City/State/Zip) 

(Telephone Number) 

Please check the designation of the award for which you nominate this individual. 

 

Signature of Nominator___________________________________________________________________________

Printed Name of Nominator_______________________________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________City/State/Zip_____________________________

Telephone Number______________________________________________________________________________

 CHECK ONE ONLY 

 

Description of Accomplishments/Achievements 

Citation 

* 

Note: This award requires submission of the “Scholarship Application” 

(For use as the formal award citation. Succinctly describe accomplishments, particularly their impact or results). 

  DEADLINE FOR NOMINATION is March 31, 2023 
Mail or E-Mail Nomination Forms to:

P.O. Box 536, Trenton, NJ 08604 
Stephanie Rybak (SRybak@njleg.org), AGA Trenton, 



Membership-Scholarship Program 

In order to promote the AGA-Trenton Chapter and its membership, the AGA-Trenton’s
“Membership-scholarship” program (the Program) was launched in January 2011. For one year,
the Program sponsors National and Trenton’s Chapter AGA membership dues, CPE awarding
monthly meetings, Annual Fall Seminar and Annual Spring Symposium for the individuals (one or
more) who meet the following selected criteria. 

 
The qualified individual is the one who: 

 Works for Federal, State, or Local Government 
 Performs accounting, auditing, or IT related duties 
 Has not previously been a member of AGA-Trenton 
 Regularly attends (commits to attend) AGA-Trenton Chapter’s functions (e.g. monthly meetings, 

Seminar and Symposium, etc.) 
 Agrees to serve as a Board member (at the position available or assigned by the Board) 
 Committed to actively promote the AGA-Trenton Chapter, its membership, and events 

Evaluation criteria and scholarship’s term: 
At the end of the first year the Program’s Committee will evaluate the scholarship recipient’s 
performance based on the criteria specified above, and, if satisfied, this member may be awarded

one 
more year of the sponsorship for full membership (Dues-National and Trenton Chapter-only). 

The application for the Program will be placed on AGA-Trenton website shortly. The scholarship 
recipient will be announced and introduced at AGA-Trenton’s annual Award Dinner in May 2023. 
Please, forward this information to your colleagues, clients, and friends. Please, nominate your 
colleagues, clients, and friends who are not yet members of AGA-Trenton. 

The due date for the application/nomination is March 31, 2023. 
You may complete the application online at: https://forms.gle/fGgSmDWjVMy6WxX66 

Or you may fill out the application on the next page and return via email (srybak@njleg.org) 

We look forward to hearing from you, 
Stephanie Rybak, Director of Awards 

https://forms.gle/fGgSmDWjVMy6WxX66
https://forms.gle/fGgSmDWjVMy6WxX66


 AGA-Trenton Chapter 
Membership-Scholarship Program 

Application

Name 

Position
 

Experience 

Contact Info 

Place of work 

Comments/References (optional) 

Candidate Statement (why interested in joining AGA)
 





Support AGA Trenton!



THANK YOU TO
OUR SPONSORS!

AGA TRENTON CHAPTER'S FEBRUARY 2023
BALANCE SHEET

PROGRAM YEAR 2022-2023

FEBRUARY-MARCH 2023

https://www.mercadien.com/
http://www.mcianj.org/


AGA TRENTON CHAPTER 2022-2023
LEADERSHIP PROGRAM YEAR

Contact Us:
https://www.facebook.com/AGATrentonNJ

 agatrenton@gmail.com

 https://www.agacgfm.org/trenton

Additional resourcesAdditional resources

https://www.agacgfm.org/Resources/AccountabilityTalks.aspx
https://my.agacgfm.org/SSO/Journal/SSO.aspx
https://www.agacgfm.org/Publications/Library.aspx
https://www.agacgfm.org/Publications/Library.aspx
https://gasb.org/page/PageContent?pageId=/standards-guidance/pronouncements.html#gasbcs6
https://www.agacgfm.org/Chapters/Trenton-Chapter/Home.aspx
https://www.agacgfm.org/Chapters/Trenton-Chapter/Home.aspx

