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Our program year started off like any other and then progressed into a unique year. When COVID became 

prevalent we had to adjust to new social norms. As a whole, AGA was available to adapt to this new way of life. 

As part of our adaptation National AGA made educational events completely virtual, which has allowed members 

to obtain CPE’s from the comfort of their home. Since the annual National Professional Development Training 

(PDT) will be a virtual experience this year we will not have the symbolic honor to walk across the stage to accept 

the highest level (Platinum) Chapter Award we have earned. It is a privilege to be able to inform you that even in 

these trying times our Chapter was able to operate at its highest level to achieve this award. Our Chapter’s 

Executive and Education committees kept operating by continuing to meet on a monthly basis via conference/

video calls, in addition to emailing on a regular basis. I cannot thank these volunteers enough for all of their time 

and effort they willingly provided to help deliver networking opportunities, community events, and quality 

education throughout the year.  

Over the past few months the Education Committee has been working hard to determine the best way to 

provide our annual two day Professional Development Training (PDT) as a virtual experience. We are excited to 

go virtual and as planning progresses please watch your email for updates. Our hope is that this virtual option 

will allow more members the ability to attend our event and obtain multiple continuing professional education 

credits.  

Additionally, I am excited to see what our incoming Chapter President, Bryan Cottrill has in store for the 2020-

2021 Program Year. He has been an AGA member for 14 years, has served on the Executive Committee for 10 

years, and was Chapter President during the 2015-2016 program year. With multiple years of AGA experience I 

am certain he will do an excellent job leading our Chapter in providing exceptional value to our members.  

If you would like to help provide value to your fellow COAGA members and gain leadership experience while 

building professional relationships you should inquire about becoming a chair on the Executive Committee! We 

will gladly share our personal experience and answer any questions, so please feel free to contact us at 

executive.coaga@gmail.com. We hope to hear from you soon! 

 

Keep up to date with what’s going on with Central Ohio AGA via our website, LinkedIn, or Facebook. 
 

Samantha Alberts                                  

2019-2020 Central Ohio AGA President 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

9 Executive Committee 

Members 

8 CGFM Offer 

mailto:executive.coaga@gmail.com
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
¨ Blake Balestra 

¨ David Mossad 

¨ Matthew Perry 

¨ Franklin Robinette, Jr. 

MEMBERSHIP MILESTONES 
10 Years  

Mary Frato 

Juliette Lonsert 

Dawn Pertner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your dedicated membership. 

Find us on Facebook and LinkedIn: 

 https://www.facebook.com/centralohioaga                                                                                           

https://www.linkedin.com/in/central-ohio-association-of-government-accountants-b76068190 

 

https://www.facebook.com/centralohioaga
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Proudly serving State-Level agencies and local governments  

throughout Ohio since 1999 

 Financial Statement Compilations 

 Financial & Compliance Audits 

 Single Audits 

 Licensed School Treasurer Services 

 Agreed-Upon Procedures 

 Account Reconciliations 

 GASB Implementation 

 Internal Control Reviews 

 Grant Monitoring & Oversight 

 Training & Continuing Education 

 Consulting Services 

Accountants and Consultants for Business & Government 

 

Web: www.kcr-cpa.com 

E-Mail: bill@kcr-cpa.com 

jared@kcr-cpa.com 

ken@kcr-cpa.com 

For more information about our services and how we can help you, please 

contact Bill Kennedy, Jared Cottrell, or Ken Richards 

CONTACT US 

Kennedy Cottrell Richards 

186 North High Street 

Gahanna, OH 43230 

(614).358.4682 
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Spring 2020 

PAST COMMUNITY EVENTS 

Field of Heroes Virtual 5K 

Memorial Day Weekend 

Central Ohio AGA sponsored 13 members and guests in the Virtual Field 
of Heroes 5K on Memorial Day Weekend.  

Community Donations 

In June 2020, COAGA donated $300 each to USO Operation 

Phone Home, Mid-Ohio Foodbank, Faith Mission, and the 

Homeless Families Foundation 

 

Field of Heroes Virtual 5K 

Memorial Day Weekend 
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Summer 2020 

FUTURE SOCIAL EVENT 

 2020 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

2020 AGA Scholarships Awarded 

COAGA is excited to announce that the following $1,000 scholarships will be awarded for 2020: 

 Becca Endicott – University of Indianapolis 

 Joseph Hager –University of Cincinnati 

 Rebecca McCarty –The Ohio State University 

 Carsyn Saunders – Otterbein University  

 Joseph Stitt – Liberty University 

CONGRATULATIONS to all scholarship winners!!   

COAGA Golf Outing 

It is that time of year again to sign up for the Central Ohio AGA 2019 Golf Outing.  The outing will be held at New Al-
bany Links Golf Course on Friday, September 4, 2020. The outing will once again be a four person scramble format. 
The registration fee will be $40 for AGA members and $65 for non-members. The Registration Fees will include green 
fees, cart, lunch,  a great gift to participants, and prizes. 

 

The Golf Outing will begin at 8:30 am. Following the round of golf, we will wrap up the outing with prizes and an 
awards ceremony around 1:30pm. 

 

For anyone interested, please just send the registration to Bryan Cottrill at bryan@kcr-cpa.com. Registration will allow 
us to gauge interest and plan accordingly.  Please delay payment until September as we want to ensure the event 
can go on as planned. 

 

If you have any questions feel free to contact Bryan Cottrill at bryan@kcr-cpa.com. The registration is available on 
our web site at https://www.agacgfm.org/Chapters/Central-Ohio-Chapter/Community/Social-Events.aspx 

mailto:bryan@kcr-cpa.com
mailto:bryan@kcr-cpa.com
https://www.agacgfm.org/Chapters/Central-Ohio-Chapter/Community/Social-Events.aspx
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COAGA's VIRTUAL PDT 2020 
 Your Education Committee's march into virtuality is proceeding. Nearly all of the speakers who had confirmed before have also 
signed on for the virtual version. The Committee is reviewing the software, which at the moment is GoToMeeting or GoToWebi-
nar, trying to find the best fit that delivers the quality and breadth of CPE you have come to expect from the annual PDT. 
 
Our current expectations remain:  

* See and hear from speakers directly from the GASB, AICPA, NASACT, and others. 
* Choose between two concurrent breakout sessions. 
* Earn approved Ohio CPIM credits and up to 16 CPE hours, as well as Ohio-required CPA “Ethics” hours.                                            
* We will be inviting a statewide executive office-holder to speak to us, too! 

 
Additionally, we are excited to let you know that registration fees will be reduced for PDT 2020. The PDT will be priced at just  

 

PDT 2020 will look a little different than we had initially planned — however, we're confident that you'll get the same high quality 
training experience you've come to expect from COAGA! 

       

FEES 

Central Ohio AGA Members Non-Members 

On or be-
fore Sep-

tember 1st 

September 
1st thru 

30th 

After Sep-
tember 

30th 

On or be-
fore Sep-

tember 1st 

September 
1st thru 

30th 

After Sep-
tember 

30th 

Monday Only: $100 $125 $150 $150 $175 $200 

Tuesday Only: $100 $125 $150 $150 $175 $200 

Both Days: $200 $250 $300 $300 $350 $400 

Spring 2020 

PAST EDUCATION EVENTS 

Fall 2020 

FUTURE EDUCATION EVENT 

Continuing Education: In the months of April and June, COAGA was able to provide free CPE to a total of 60 of our 

members via National AGA webinars. Restrictions on meeting in person have limited our ability to provide in person train-

ing.  COAGA will continue to explore virtual education options, which will allow us to provide CPE to our members.   
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Fourth Quarter 2020 

QUARTERLY FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
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CGFM OFFER 

If you are interested in becoming a CGFM, the COAGA wants to help you! 

COAGA members can now take two (2) Certified Governmental Financial Manager (CGFM) examinations for 
free (passage of test required for reimbursement) and gain usage of the study guides for all 3 parts. Enroll in 
the CGFM program in March and save up to $565! 

To qualify for this promotion, an individual must: 

Be a current member of AGA, and 

Complete the CGFM application requirements between 07/01/2020 and 05/15/2021 (Note: this includes 
submitting the online CGFM application form, paying the $70 application fee and submitting the re-
quired official college transcript to the AGA Office of Professional Certification. 

 

COAGA library of CGFM Study Guides for all 3 parts: 

The value of the 3 study guides for all three parts of the exam amount to $315.00. We will provide you with 
use of the study guide from our library. We just expect you to return in good condition as soon as you are 
complete with your studying for the part of the test. 

 

COAGA Reimbursement for the 2 of the 3 tests: 

Individuals who have met the above criteria and are enrolled in the CGFM program will be reimbursed for up 
to two parts by COAGA ($125 each part for a total of $250). Members will email their proof of application fee 
(PDF at end of payment process) along with proof of of passing score to Bryan Cottrill at bryan@kcr-
cpa.com. The testing appointment must be scheduled and the exam must be taken by May 15, 2021. 

mailto:bryan@kcr-cpa.com
mailto:bryan@kcr-cpa.com
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President 
Samantha Alberts                 

Auditor of State 

sjalberts@ohioauditor.gov 

President-Elect and NCC Representative 
Bryan Cottrill, CGFM      
Worthington City School District 
BCottrill@wscloud.org                  

Secretary              
Derek Farwick                 
Kennedy Cottrell Richards 
derek@kcr-cpa.com                     

Co-Treasurers                
Nora Kish 
norak@columbus.rr.com 

Patricia Van Krevel                  
Van Krevel and Company CPAs 
kvankrevel@columbus.rr.com  
 

CGFM/Professional Certification 
Diane Moore, CGFM                
Ohio Department of Medicaid 
diane.mergel@yahoo.com  
 

Community Service 
Catharine Vandewalle                
OBM Office of Internal Audit 
Catharine.Vandewalle@obm.ohio.gov 

Co-Education 
L. Michael Howard, CPA 
lmichaelhowardcpa@gmail.com 

 
Scott Reeves, CGFM, CPA, 
Donald J Schonhardt and Assoc Inc 
scott@djschonhardt.com              

Newsletter Editor  
Tiffany Ridenbaugh, CPA, CFE                  
Auditor of State 
tlridenbaugh@ohioauditor.gov 

  

 

Communications                 
Jessica Park                      
Auditor of State 
JEPark@ohioauditor.gov     

Co-Membership               
Kelly Beckett 
OBM Office of Internal Audit 
kelly.beckett@obm.ohio.gov 

Jessica Martin 
OBM Office of Internal Audit 
jessica.martin@obm.ohio.gov            

Scholarships                 
Teresa Hicks 
Auditor of State 
tmhicks@ohioauditor.gov                  

Social Programs                
Bryan Cottrill, CGFM 
Worthington City School District 
BCottrill@wscloud.org  

Melissa Kalan 

Kennedy Cottrell Richards 

melissa@kcr-cpa.com 

Sponsorships 
Brian Mosier,CPA 

Clark Schaefer Hackett 

bmosier@cshco.com 

Accountability Outreach and Immediate Past-President 
Isaac Ulery 
Kennedy Cottrell Richards 
isaac@kcr-cpa.com              

Webmaster                  
Roy Lydic              
Schneider Downs and Co                                
rlydic@schneiderdowns.com  

2020 Program Year 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Thank you 2020 Executive Committee for a great year! 

mailto://sjalberts@ohioauditor.gov
mailto://BCottrill@wscloud.org
mailto://derek@kcr-cpa.com
mailto://norak@columbus.rr.com
mailto://kvankrevel@columbus.rr.com
mailto://ohiomo48@gmail.com
mailto://Catharine.Vandewalle@obm.ohio.gov
mailto://sjalberts@ohioauditor.gov
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mailto://melissa@kcr-cpa.com
mailto://bmosier@cshco.com
mailto://isaac@kcr-cpa.com
mailto://rlydic@schneiderdowns.com

