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22, 2023 at the Washington Golf and Country Club. Our guest 
speaker will be Andrea Sampanis, CGFM, Grants Quality Service 
Management Office (QSMO) Lead at the U.S. department of Health 
and Human Services.  
 
in addition to monthly meetings, we will reprise previous successful 
events such as the Summer Picnic, networking events, and 
Community Service opportunities. I heartily thank the members of 
the NOVAGA Board for ably producing these events and the 
membership at large for making them very successful.  
 
I look forward to a full second-half of my term as your President and 
seeing you at our events.  
  
Respectfully,  
Joseph Hungate  
President, 2022-2023  
Northern Virginia Chapter 
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NEWSLETTER
SPRING 2023 

Dear NOVAGA Membership,  
 
Happy belated New Year!  
 
I trust everyone enjoyed their holiday 
celebrations and were able to spend time 
relaxing with family and friends. As we round 
the corner into the second half of our 2022 – 
2023 Program, we look back on a very 
successful first half and look forward to 
maintaining that success. Our monthly 
meetings will resume Wednesday, March  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
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Is Your AGA Membership Current? 
 
AGA’s program year ends June 30th. Check your membership 
card or log into your AGA profile today to confirm your renewal 
date. If you haven’t already renewed, consider doing so today!  

 
Your AGA membership gives you many benefits, including education and networking 
opportunities, discounts on chapter and national events, and access to many resources. In 
fact, each year, AGA members receive at least 14 hours of complementary training / CPE 
credit on a variety of topics – FOR FREE!  
 
Membership in the NOVAGA chapter only increases this benefit! NOVAGA is one of 90+ 
AGA chapters nationwide and supports AGA’s core values of service, accountability, 
integrity, and leadership. The NOVAGA chapter provides networking opportunities within 
and with other local chapters, CPE credit through chapter meetings and special events, and assists members in obtaining 
their CGFM® certification by offering study groups to its membership.  
 
To check your membership status, sign into your AGA account at agacgfm.org and renew today!  
 
  

https://www.agacgfm.org/Membership/Learn-About-AGA/Member-Benefits.aspx
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Let us show how we can help you 
advance your mission. 

Auditors. Consultants. Advisors. 
www.rmafed.com 

 
 

 
NOVAGA Chapter Events 

 
NOVAGA Chapter Meetings  
Our next chapter meetings will be held in-person at the Washington Golf and Country Club, located at 3017 N. 
Glebe Road, Arlington, VA. Members may also attend virtually. Parking is free, and attendees will receive 1 
CPE credit. For additional details and to register, check your email and the chapter’s website at 
www.agacgfm.org/Chapters/NOVAGA.  
 
Join the NOVAGA Chapter for its monthly meeting on March 22nd from 6pm to 8:30pm. This meeting will 
feature Andrea Sampanis, Grants Quality Service Management Office (QSMO) Lead at the Department 
of Health and Human Services (DHHS). Ms. Sampanis will speak on how the Grants QSMO mission offers 
federal awarding agencies shared information technology (IT) solutions and services that empower agencies 
and grant recipients to deliver efficiently and effectively on the agency’s $1T annual grants mission. 
 
The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) created QSMOs in OMB Memo M-19-16 (April 2019) to improve 
agency mission delivery though the use of efficient, effective, and modern federal shared services. OMB 
designated DHHS as the Grants QSMO in January 2021. In her role at the Grants QSMO Lead, Ms. Sampanis 
works across government improving the way agencies buy services and share systems. Ms. Sampanis earned 
her MPA from George Washington University and her BA from Providence College. She is a Certified 
Government Financial Manager (CGFM), is SAP ERP certified, and has her COR Level II certification. 
 
Registration for this event opened March 10th. If you have not yet registered you can click here. 
 
 
 

NOVAGA Spring Workshop  
Planning is ongoing for this year’s Spring Workshop, scheduled as a hybrid event 
on April 27th and will be held at KPMG’s office in the Training Center located at 
1801 K Street NW, Washington, DC 20006.  
 
Upon completion of this annual workshop, participants will be able to explain 
updated accounting and auditing guidance from the Federal Accounting 
Standards Advisory Board (FASAB), Department of the Treasury (Treasury), and 
other organizations applicable to financial management and the government 
environment and learn new management techniques and practical tips to 
increase efficiencies in government financial operations.  
 
Check your email or the Chapter’s Event Calendar soon for how to register and costs.  
 
 
 
NOVAGA Annual Gala  
 
Planning is beginning now for NOVAGA’s Annual Gala!! This year’s Gala will be held July 15th at the 
Washington Golf & Country Club (3017 N. Glebe Road, Arlington, VA).  
 
To receive additional information and registration information, make sure your account at EZ Facility is active 
and up to date to allow email notifications.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.rmafed.com/
https://www.agacgfm.org/Chapters/Northern-Virginia-Chapter/Home.aspx
https://www.agacgfm.org/Chapters/Northern-Virginia-Chapter/TrainingEvents/Event-Calendar/March-2023-Chapter-Meeting.aspx
https://www.agacgfm.org/Chapters/Northern-Virginia-Chapter/TrainingEvents/Event-Calendar.aspx


 

4 
 

AGA – Northern Virginia Chapter 
Spring 2023 

 
 

Beginning in 2022, NOVAGA began using EZFacility to manage 
communications. If you haven’t created your account yet, please contact 
Katie Labadie (k.labadie@rmafed.com) or Katie  Hirsekorn 
(k.hirsekorn@rmafed.com) to set up your account today!  
 
After creating your account, don’t forget to make sure your settings / 

preferences allow for email notifications to receive emails about upcoming events!  
 
 
 
Local Chapter Events  
Check out these events at other chapters in our area.  
 
DC AGA Chapter 

• 3/22/2023, Monthly Luncheon featuring Deirdre Harrison, Acting Controller, OMB 
• 3/29/2023, Annual Spring Conference 

o 2 Day Hybrid Event offering up to 16 CPEs meeting VA, DC, and MD CPE requirements 
o AGA Member Registration $350 
o Register here 

 
 
Montgomery/Prince George’s County AGA Chapter 

• 3/29/2023, Leading Recovery: The Evolving Role of the Public Sector CFO 
o 12pm – 1pm 
o Virtual Event 
o Carol Ann Booth, KPMG will moderate a panel consisting of Mike Wetklow, National Science 

Foundation; olga Kuznestova, Translink, and Mark Johnson, ACCA 
o RSVP here 

• Check out the chapter website at https://www.agacgfm.org/Chapters/Montgomery-P-G-
Chapter/Home.aspx 

 
 
 
 
 

Please join us in-person for these networking opportunities! 
CPE events are offered as in-person or virtual events. 

 
 

 
   

mailto:k.labadie@rmafed.com
mailto:k.hirsekorn@rmafed.com
https://events.zoom.us/ev/AizUrw9sNS7P6IzU4dbISkoIB-G1zg2WhuglXSISyL1VqsBBmECz%7EAggLXsr32QYFjq8BlYLZ5I06Dg
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2406668654616026453
https://www.agacgfm.org/Chapters/Montgomery-P-G-Chapter/Home.aspx
https://www.agacgfm.org/Chapters/Montgomery-P-G-Chapter/Home.aspx
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Upcoming AGA Meetings & Events 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UPCOMING NATIONAL EVENTS AND TRAININGS 
April 18 
Enterprise Risk Management (ERM) Workshop | In-Person | 5.5 CPEs  
This event provides participants with practical insight from Enterprise Risk Management (ERM) leaders. The workshop 
includes presentations as well as facilitated table discussions, where conversations will move from academic 
discussions to “how-to” explanations and examples. The small, facilitated groups enhance opportunities for both hands-
on work and Q&A sessions.  
 
Private-sector participation is available via sponsorship only. Click here to learn more / register. 
 
May 4 
Performance Improvement Officers (PIO) / Chief Financial Officers (CFO) Summit | In-Person | 4 CPEs  
Hundreds of PIOs, CFOs, and other government officials, managers, and analysist attend the PIO/CFO Summit each 
year to discuss the policies that impact and call for greater collaboration between the federal financial management, 
evidence, and performance communities.  
 
Private-sector participation is available via sponsorship only; sponsorship details are noted on AGA’s website here. 
Click here to learn more / register. 
 
 
See AGA’s website at https://www.agacgfm.org/Events.aspx for additional trainings and events. 
 
 
 
AGA WEBINARS 
Check out AGA’s Training & Events page for upcoming Webinars on AGA’s website here. Webinars marked 
with an asterisk (*) are free members-only events; all others include a registration fee. 
 

◊ March 22 | Cybersecurity Supply Chain Risk Management in the Federal Sector | Virtual | 2 CPEs 
◊ March 29 | CPAG Wake-Up Wednesday Coffee Chat | Virtual | 0 CPEs 
◊ April 5* | A State of Flux – Shake Up Within Our Profession | Virtual | 2 CPEs 
◊ April 12 | Ethics | Virtual | 2 CPEs 
◊ April 26 | CARS Act / ARPA | Virtual | 2 CPEs 
◊ May 10 | Fraud / Data Analytics | Virtual | 2 CPEs 
◊ May 24 | Leadership | Virtual | 2 CPEs 

 
 
 
AGA ONLINE TRAINING PORTAL 
Check out AGA’s Online Training Portal page for its Federal Financial Management Course Library contents 
(https://aga.learnupon.com/store). AGA’s Federal Financial management Course Library was developed and 
presented by Wendy Payne, former Executive Director of FASAB, and provides online, on-demand courses. For a 
nominal charge, AGA members can purchase any of the five courses currently available online.  
 
 
 

https://www.agacgfm.org/Events/ERMWorkshop/ERM-Workshop-Home.aspx
https://www.agacgfm.org/Events/PIOCFO/Exhibit-Sponsor.aspx
https://www.agacgfm.org/Events/ERMWorkshop/ERM-Workshop-Home.aspx
https://www.agacgfm.org/Events.aspx
https://www.agacgfm.org/Training/Webinars.aspx
https://aga.learnupon.com/store
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New NOVAGA Members 
 

We are excited to welcome new members to the Northern Virginia Chapter; these new members 
joined our chapter since the last newsletter (Winter 2022).  

 

 
 

Lifetime Members 
 

Lifetime membership is bestowed upon individuals who have 
maintained active members status for at least 40 consecutive years, 
to recognize their distinguished service to AGA. This means that as 
of today, NOVAGA’s lifetime members have been active since at 
least 1981; in fact, NOVAGA has two lifetime members that have 
been active since joining in 1965 – 57 years ago!  

 
Lifetime memberships are awarded each January, with the next 
slate of lifetime members to be awarded in early 2023. In 2022, 
NOVAGA had three of its members attain lifetime status, bringing 
our total lifetime number to 36!   

 
To all of our Lifetime Members, thank you for your continued 
support, and your service to our chapter, and to AGA. 
 

 
  

          

https://www.pngall.com/thank-you-png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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NOVAGA Membership Anniversaries 
 
The NOVAGA Chapter recognizes and congratulates our chapter members on their milestone 
anniversaries as of November 2022. 
 
 

Thank you for your continued support!  
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The Certified Government Financial Manager (CGFM®) certification demonstrates competency in 
governmental accounting, auditing, financial reporting, internal controls and budgeting at the federal, 
state, and local levels. The CGFM® is unique because it not only encompasses a specialized focus on 
government financial management, but it also has broad coverage of various aspects of financial 
management at all levels of government.  
 
NOVAGA recognizes and applauds our chapter members who have obtained their CGFM® certification 
since the last publication of the chapter’s newsletter.  
 
For more information on the CGFM, check out the CGFM page on our Chapter’s website here. 
 

Mr. David J. Primmer – August 2022  
Dr. Christopher N. Horton – August 2022 
Mr. Nestor R. Lizama – August 2022 
Mrs. Andrea Darris – September 2022 
Mr. Kenneth R. Augst, IV – September 2022 
Ms. Laura McGill – September 2022 
Ms. Elizabeth Sodipo – November 2022 
Ms. Betty Durosier – November 2022 
Andrew Manson, Jr. – November 2022 
Mr. William J. Russell, III – November 2022 
Ms. Robyn S. Berkenbilt – December 2022 

 
 

Tips of the Month: 
 
Tip #1 
• With the recent start to the new year, it is good 
practice to aim for 3.5 CPEs per month. If you achieve 
this manageable goal, you will be positioned to meet the 
continuing professional education requirements, if 
applicable. Please note that there is a limit to 20 hours in 
taxation per cycle and 4 hours must be in ethics.  
 
 
Tip #2 
• If you decide to take an instructor led CGFM 
Training, ask questions related to the material. This will 
make the learning more engaging and help others too. 

Upcoming CGFM Event: 
 
Webinar: Cybersecurity Supply Chain 
Risk Management in the Federal Sector 
FY 2022 CEAR Reviewer’s Training  
 2 CPEs  
 Field of Study: IT 
 March 22, 2023 
 2:00 – 3:15PM ET 

 
To learn more about this event and other 
webinars, and to register, click here. 
 
Have you checked out AGA’s CGFM 
Online Training Portal? Check it out here.  
 

 

Corner 

https://www.agacgfm.org/CGFM-Certification.aspx
https://www.agacgfm.org/Training/Webinars.aspx
https://cgfm.learnupon.com/store
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AGA CGFM News 
 

 
  Here’s how it works: 

1. Take one of your CGFM examinations between March 1 and April 30, 2023. 
2. Request a voucher code for your next CGFM examination by 

emailing agacgfm@agacgfm.org as soon as you take your exam, and no later than May 
7, 2023. 

3. Receive one exam voucher code via email.   
4. Schedule and take your next CGFM exam using the voucher code as payment by by July 

31, 2023. 

Terms and conditions: 
 Taking a CGFM exam prior to March 1, 2023 will not qualify for this promotion. 
 We recommend requesting your voucher code as soon as you take the exam during the 

March-April 2023 timeframe. 
 Voucher codes will only be issued to current CGFM candidates who took a CGFM 

examination between March 1 and April 30, 2023, and who still have to pass at least one 
CGFM examination. Voucher codes will only be distributed to those who request them. 

 Voucher codes will be distributed on specific dates only:  3/15, 3/31, 4/17, 5/1 and 5/12. 
Vouchers will be sent to individuals who have met the above requirements and request the 
voucher at least three days prior to the distribution date. 

 Each candidate may only receive one voucher code and they are non-transferable. 
 All voucher codes will expire on July 31, 2023 and will not be extended for any reason. 

Testing appointments may fill up – candidates are encouraged to request their voucher 
code and schedule their appointment as soon as possible. 

Questions? 

Any questions regarding this promotion should be directed to AGA’s Office of Professional Certification 
at agacgfm@agacgfm.org or 703.684.6931. 
 

CGFM Month 
 
Governor Glenn Yougkin recognized March 2023 as CGFM Month in the Commonwealth of 
Virginia per the Certificate of Recognition on the next page. In addition to the opportunities 
and benefits provided to CGFMs, this recognition calls out the importance of AGA’s CGFM 
program.  

https://www.agacgfm.org/togo
mailto:agacgfm@agacgfm.org?subject=TOGO%20Promotion
mailto:agacgfm@agacgfm.org?subject=TOGO%20Promotion
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Early Careers Membership Event 
Early Career membership in AGA provides access to resources to develop skills and expand knowledge in 
government financial management. Becoming part of AGA builds professional connections, boosts job 
performance, and advances members’ careers while positively impacting their community and country. 
 
On April 5, 2023, NOVAGA Board members will speak to students at 
George Washington University about membership in AGA and how that 
membership can help enhance and further their careers. Speakers at 
this event include:  

• Joseph Hungate, NOVAGA President 
• Christopher Choi, Early Careers Chair 
• Kiera Murphy, NOVAGA Assistant Treasurer 

 
If you are interested in helping with or have questions about this event, 
please contact Christopher Choi, Early Careers Chair 
(christopherchoi@KPMG.com) or Jacob MacDonald, Membership 
Committee Chair (Jacob.Macdonald@ey.com).   
 
To send ideas on and for information about future networking and social gathering events, please contact 
Jacob MacDonald, Membership Chair at Jacob.macdonald@ey.com. 
 
 
Update Your Email 
Each year, NOVAGA’s Membership Committee plans the various chapter-
level events that occur alongside the educational and award events, and 
the many happy hours, skiing, snowboarding, and other sporting events, 
and fundraisers. While the events were far fewer in 2020 and 2021 due to 
COVID restrictions and safety concerns, the Committee began hosting 
some in-person events in late 2021 and even more in 2022. 2023 promises 
to be no different!  
 
In this upcoming year, our social, educational, and other events will take 
place in-person and virtually when possible. Events that are in-person will 
also depend on COVID-related guidance from CDC and Virginia to ensure 
that all attendees are safe.  
 
To make sure you receive all updates on future educational and social events from AGA and NOVAGA, check 
your profile and make sure your email is up to date! And don’t forget to check your spam folder – you may 
need to add NOVAGA as a safe address to receive updates.  
 
 
 

Attention Chapter Members! 
 
If you have any pictures taken at any NOVAGA events (virtual or in-person events) or have 
information that should be included in the newsletter, please email the Newsletter Editors 
(Naomi Martinez at naomimartinez@kpmg.com or Sonia Kessler at 
skessler@cottoncpa.com).  

 

mailto:christopherchoi@KPMG.com
mailto:Jacob.Macdonald@ey.com
mailto:Jacob.macdonald@ey.com
mailto:naomimartinez@kpmg.com
mailto:skessler@cottoncpa.com
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NOVAGA Chapter Meetings 
The Northern Virginia Chapter has held several in-person / hybrid networking events this program year. Our members 
have  
 
On November 16th NOVAGA held its monthly chapter meeting and networking event at the Washington Golf & Country 
Club in Arlington, VA. The evening’s moderator, Larry Koskien, led the three-person panel in a great discussion about 
Agency – Inspector General (IG) Alignment that Respects IG Independence and Agency Management with several 
members from the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).  
 
Thank you to Larry Koskien for moderating the event and also to our panelists that evening:  

• Vinay Singh, Chief Financial Officer, HUD; 
• Rae Oliver Denis, IG, HUD; and Irv Dennis, Ernst & Young Senior Partner, Former CFO of HUD, founding 

member of ACI, and published author “Transforming a Federal Agency.” 
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2022 Chapter Loudon County Winery Tour 
On Saturday, November 19, 2022, several NOVAGA members toured three local wineries in Loudon County. They 
enjoyed samples from the Breaux Vineyard (Purcellville, VA), Barns at Hamilton Station (Hamilton, VA), and Bluemont 
Vineyard (Bluemont, VA).  
 
As you can see in the pictures below, everyone had a marvelous time. And what a view!  
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Additional CPE Opportunities 
 
NOVAGA has continued its agreement with Becker to offer members even more 
CPE opportunities!  
 
  What you get with the 
Becker program:  
• Unlimited access to 

Becker’s OnDemand 
CPE course catalog 

• Earn all required CPE 
on your own time 

• Nearly 1,000 hours of 
CPE through hundreds 
of courses and 
webcasts for 
accounting, auditing, 
and professionals 

• Twice the amount of 
federal government-
related courses than 
other online CPE 
providers 

• A $299 value for a flat 
cost of $50 for one year 

 
Once registered, access 
will be granted within the 
first week of the following 
calendar month.  
 
If you are interested in 
signing up for Becker, 
please contact Katie 
Labadie at 
k.labadie@rmafed.com or 
Katie Hirsekorn at 
k.hirsekorn@rmafed.com.  
 
Visit NOVAGA’s website for 
more information.  

mailto:k.labadie@rmafed.com
mailto:k.hirsekorn@rmafed.com


 

15 
 

AGA – Northern Virginia Chapter 
Spring 2023 

 
NOVAGA Corporate Sponsors 

 
Thank you to our corporate sponsors for supporting our Chapter and our members during this program year. 
Through your continued support, we can continue to offer the Becker CPE program at a discounted rate, hold 
chapter meetings and CGFM study groups, and other networking and membership events. 
 
For information on becoming a corporate sponsor for the this program year (2022 – 2023) or the next program 
year (2023 – 2024), please contact our Corporate Sponsor Chair (Chris Horton at c.horton@rmafed.com) or 
our current President (Joseph Hungate (j.hungate@rmafed.com). 
 

BRONZE 
 

 
 

 
 

STAR 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

IN KIND 
 
  

mailto:c.horton@rmafed.com
mailto:j.hungate@rmafed.com
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NOVAGA Chapter Board Members 
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Contact Us 
 
 
The Northern Virginia Chapter of the Association 
of Government Accountants (NOVAGA) is an 
association with almost 1,100 members from the 
federal, state, local, public and private practices, 
with a mission statement to serve professionals in 
the government financial management community 
by providing quality education, fostering 
professional development and certification and 
supporting standards and research to advance 
government accountability.  
 
We would love to hear from you! Feel free to email 
one of our board members directly, connect with 
us on social media, or check out our home page at 
www.agacgfm.org/Chapters/NOVAGA. 
 

 
 
 

https://www.agacgfm.org/Chapters/NOVAGA/Home.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/NOVA-AGA-128596193153/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:LinkedIn_logo_initials.png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4053580/
https://twitter.com/aga_northernva
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