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Dear Members & Friends: 
 
April has arrived and we have some awesome events to kick off the 
spring season! 

I’d like to thank Dan Napoleon from the MCIA for sharing the 
importance of recycling in our state.  All attendees learned useful tips 
and there were many requests for MCIA’s recycling robot to join us at 
our next event! 

Our members and friends looked radiant in red attire to honor CGFM 
month! Thanks to all who participated and I hope we’ll get to welcome 
more CGFMs this season! National has released a CGFM badge for 
electronic signatures or social media outlets.  It’s available for CGFMs. 
Good luck to those pursuing this designation! Please don’t hesitate to 
contact us for assistance! 

We’re excited about our Annual Spring Symposium on Friday, April 
21st which will be held at a new location - The College of New Jersey in 
the Education Building! Our theme revolves around The Fiscal impact 
of IT Trends in State and Local Government.  To register and view our 
lineup of distinguished speakers go to our website’s events page.  We’ll 
also be collecting nonperishable food items and monetary donations 
for the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen. Any donations are greatly 
appreciated! 

Thank you to those who were able to get their nominations in by 
March 31 for recognition at our Annual Awards Dinner on Wednesday, 
May 17th at Villa Mannino.  The Academic Scholarship applications 
deadline has been extended to April 14th by AGA National.  For more 
information: CLICK HERE! 

We’re happy to announce that Brian Larkin and Jessica Lippincott will 
be representing our chapter at AGA’s Sectional Leadership Conference 
in Baltimore at the end of this month. We look forward to getting 
feedback from their experiences at this event. 

Check out our website at AGA Trenton Chapter for updates & “like” us 
on Facebook!  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Kiersten Kokotajlo 
Trenton Chapter President 

M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  

April 2017 
NEWSLETTER 

https://www.agacgfm.org/Membership/Connect/Awards-Recognition/National-Academic-Scholarships.aspx
https://www.agacgfm.org/Chapters/Trenton/Home.aspx
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Click here for more information on becoming a CGFM! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CONGRATULATIONS 
 

To David Jonas, new member, 
on passing the Certified 
Government Financial 
Manager (CGFM) Exam! 

 
 
 
 

                 

 

 

https://www.agacgfm.org/CGFM-Certification/About-CGFM.aspx
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Click here for more information on becoming an AGA Member! 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME! 

New AGA - Trenton Members 

Name:   Spring R. Jones  

Member Type:  Full Member 

Title:    Trenton Chapter 

Employer:   State of NJ 

Email:   spring_j@hotmail.com 

Name:   David B. Jonas  – New CGFM! 

Member Type:  Early Career 

Title:    Trenton Chapter 

Employer:   New Jersey Office of the State Auditor 

Email:   davjonas@yahoo.com 

https://www.agacgfm.org/Membership/Learn-About-AGA/Join-or-Renew.aspx
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Thank you to all those who participated in AGA Trenton’s “Wear Red 

Day” in March to acknowledge the Celebration of CGFM Month! 
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Click here for the latest updates for this year’s Spring Symposium! 

 

 

 

 

Save this Date: 

Friday April 21, 2017 
The AGA Spring Symposium will be held on Friday, April 21st, from 

8:30 AM to 4:30 PM at the College of New Jersey’s Education Build-

ing, 2000 Pennington Road, Ewing, NJ 08618 

This year’s theme is “The Fiscal Impact of Technology on State and 

Local Government” (7 CPE).  

Pricing: 

 

Remember:  We will be collecting non-perishable food items and/or 

cash donations for the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen (TASK).  

Pre-registered AGA or ASPA Members $115 

Pre-registered non-members $140 

Day of Event (at the door - cash, check or PV only) $160 

Full-Time Student $  75 

https://www.agacgfm.org/Chapters/Trenton/Training-Events/Event-Calendar/Spring-Symposium.aspx
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NOTE: Subject to change. Check website for updates CLICK HERE 

https://www.agacgfm.org/Chapters/Trenton/Home.aspx
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SAVE THIS DATE 
 

Date: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 2:00 to 4:00 pm 

 

Event: Audio Conference 

 

Topic: Ethics (2 CPE) 

 

Location: OSC, 20 W. State St, 12th Floor, Trenton, NJ 08625 

 

Click here to register NOW! 

Get Social!  AGA Trenton 

Chapter is on Facebook!  

Come join us in this cyber 

community, "Like" us now!  

  

 

 

 

Click here to connect with us! 

https://form.jotform.com/63176264115150
https://www.facebook.com/pages/AGA-Trenton-Chapter/531861283584888
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SAVE THIS DATE 
 

Date: Wednesday, May 17 @ 5:30 pm 

 

Event: Annual Awards Dinner 

 

Location: Villa Mannino, 73 Rte 130, Bordentown, NJ 08620 

 

Click here for more information on the Dinner Meeting 

Get Social!  AGA Trenton 

Chapter is on Facebook!  

Come join us in this cyber 

community, "Like" us now!  

  

 

 

 

Click here to connect with us! 

https://www.agacgfm.org/Chapters/Trenton/Training-Events/Event-Calendar/Annual-Awards-Dinner.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/pages/AGA-Trenton-Chapter/531861283584888
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National Academic Scholarships 

Are you or a family member pursuing undergraduate or graduate studies in disciplines such 

as accounting, economics, finance, information systems/technology or public administra-

tion? If so, consider applying for an AGA Academic Scholarship today! 

This year, AGA will award: 

Rising College Freshman: One full-time ($3,000) and one part-time ($1,500) 

Full-Time Application 

Part-Time Application 

Current Undergraduates: Three full-time ($3,000) and two part-time ($1,500) 

Full-Time Application 

Part-Time Application 

Graduate Students: Two full-time ($3,000) and one part-time ($1,500) 

Full-Time Application 

Part-Time Application 

Community Service: AGA can award two $1,500 scholarship for community service amongst 

the three collegiate categories noted above. 

Rising College Freshman Community Service Application 

Current Undergraduate Community Service Application 

Graduate Community Service Application 

The deadline for receipt of applications is Friday, April 14, 2017. 

National Collegiate Leadership Program: Provides full-time college students the opportunity 

to attend National Leadership Training (NLT) or Professional Development Training (PDT). 

Young Professionals PDT Scholarship: The Young Professionals Focus Group (YPFG) annu-
ally selects five young professionals to attend AGA's Professional Development Training 

(PDT).  

https://www.agacgfm.org/Membership/Connect/Awards-Recognition/National-Academic-Scholarships/Scholarship-Details.aspx?ID=HSFT
https://www.agacgfm.org/Membership/Connect/Awards-Recognition/National-Academic-Scholarships/Scholarship-Details.aspx?ID=HSPT
https://www.agacgfm.org/Membership/Connect/Awards-Recognition/National-Academic-Scholarships/Scholarship-Details.aspx?ID=UGFT
https://www.agacgfm.org/Membership/Connect/Awards-Recognition/National-Academic-Scholarships/Scholarship-Details.aspx?ID=UGPT
https://www.agacgfm.org/Membership/Connect/Awards-Recognition/National-Academic-Scholarships/Scholarship-Details.aspx?ID=GSFT
https://www.agacgfm.org/Membership/Connect/Awards-Recognition/National-Academic-Scholarships/Scholarship-Details.aspx?ID=GSPT
https://www.agacgfm.org/Membership/Connect/Awards-Recognition/National-Academic-Scholarships/Scholarship-Details.aspx?ID=CSHS
https://www.agacgfm.org/Membership/Connect/Awards-Recognition/National-Academic-Scholarships/Scholarship-Details.aspx?ID=CSUG
https://www.agacgfm.org/Membership/Connect/Awards-Recognition/National-Academic-Scholarships/Scholarship-Details.aspx?ID=CSGS
https://www.agacgfm.org/Membership/Connect/Awards-Recognition/National-Collegiate-Leadership-Program.aspx
https://www.agacgfm.org/Membership/Connect/Awards-Recognition/Young-Professionals-PDT-Scholarship.aspx
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Membership 

Young Professionals PDT Scholarship 

The Young Professionals Focus Group (YPFG) annually selects five young professionals to attend 

AGA's Professional Development Training (PDT) in July. The participants in this program will act as ambas-

sadors for attendees and assist at the AGA exhibit hall booth and other activities throughout the training 

event.  

Requirements: 

 

Must be an AGA member in good standing 

A first-time attendee at this annual event 

Working directly for government or nonprofit (federal, state, local or tribal) 

Under the age of 30 

Available Saturday afternoon prior to the start of the PDT and assist at the AGA booth throughout the event 

Willingness to provide feedback on their PDT experience prior to departure 

 

Participants Receive: 

 

Five-night hotel scholarship at the PDT host hotel  

Complimentary registration for the entire event  

CPEs to help you advance your career (number of CPEs may vary depending on assignments) 

Opportunities to meet and network with AGA leaders 

More Information on PDT Scholarships:  

https://www.agacgfm.org/Membership/Connect/Awards-Recognition/Young-

Professionals-PDT-Scholarship.aspx  

 

 

 

https://www.agacgfm.org/About/Leadership/National-Boards-and-Committees/Young-Professionals-Focus-Group.aspx
https://www.agacgfm.org/PDT-2016.aspx
https://www.agacgfm.org/Membership/Connect/Awards-Recognition/Young-Professionals-PDT-Scholarship.aspx
https://www.agacgfm.org/Membership/Connect/Awards-Recognition/Young-Professionals-PDT-Scholarship.aspx
https://www.agacgfm.org/getattachment/Membership/Connect/Awards-Recognition/Young-Professionals-PDT-Scholarship/YP_PDT_scholarship_application2017.pdf.aspx
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Click here for more AGA Topics Information 

 

Spring 2017 Journal quiz is live — earn 3 CPEs! 

The issue on sustainability will hit mailboxes soon, but is available now if 

you prefer to read online or on the go! 

  

 

 
   

  

By the Number   Upcoming Events   Chapter Spotlight 

  

  

  

  

  

CPEs you can earn by 

attending our CGFM 

training program. 

  View AGA's calendar 

for national and 

chapter events. 

  Atlanta 

Celebrated CGFM 

Month with Gov. 

Nathan Deal. View 

photo. 

 

  
 

  
  

     

 

  

Assessing Government Performance Across the Triple Bottom 

Line 

Government organizations are natural leaders in advancing the triple 

bottom line. Local sustainability initiatives promote positive change. 

     

 

  

 

https://aga.informz.net/informzdataservice/onlineversion/ind/bWFpbGluZ2luc3RhbmNlaWQ9NjQzMTA5NyZzdWJzY3JpYmVyaWQ9MTA2NjE3MDkyNg==
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Your local AGA chapter is getting greener! 

We now offer more paperless options for our services: 

1) Online purchasing feature providing convenience and paperless option to pay for events and 

dinner meetings; 

2) Electronic surveys are now available.  The AGA Trenton Chapter is now using Survey Monkey 

for course and event evaluations.  Convenient, easy and less paper; 

3) E-mail blasts  and downloadable Newsletters keeping members up to date on important events; 

4) Improved website offering more features and downloadable content; 

5) Webinars offering free CFE and downloadable content;. 

6) E-meetings (via email) availing board members to vote on important chapter matters with out 

leaving the office or home. 

We are continuing to seek more green options while continuing to better serve our members. 

Click on the link below for some easy Ways to Live Greener: An eco-friendly lifestyle doesn't need 

to be difficult or expensive. Try these tips and tricks (plus over 65 more) from throughout Good 

Housekeeping's 125 years to create a home that'll make you — and the earth — proud: 

http://www.goodhousekeeping.com/home/a18573/ways-to-go-green/ 

 

http://www.goodhousekeeping.com/home/a18573/ways-to-go-green/
http://www.goodhousekeeping.com/home/a18573/ways-to-go-green/
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AGA Citizen Centric Report (CCR) Turns 10! 

 

In 2007, AGA launched the Citizen Centric Reporting (CCR) Initiative.  Former AGA 

CEO Relmond P. Van Daniker brought together AGA members representing federal, 

state and local governments to develop criteria for a 4 page report designed to com-

municate to citizens the business of government.    

The AGA Winter Journal for 2016-2017 featured an article of the CCR turning 10! 

The CCR offers transparency and accountability for public-sector entities. Read what 

AGA has to say about the CCR hitting this great milestone.  Click on the link below: 

 

https://www.agacgfm.org/aga/chaptersites/Trenton/files/CCR%

20from%20AGAJournal_Winter2016_17_F_LR.PDF 

 

https://www.agacgfm.org/aga/chaptersites/Trenton/files/CCR%20from%20AGAJournal_Winter2016_17_F_LR.PDF
https://www.agacgfm.org/aga/chaptersites/Trenton/files/CCR%20from%20AGAJournal_Winter2016_17_F_LR.PDF
https://www.agacgfm.org/aga/chaptersites/Trenton/files/CCR from AGAJournal_Winter2016_17_F_LR.PDF
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ASSETS:        LIABILITIES AND EQUITY:   

             

Cash -  Savings (BOA)  $12,179.63  Accounts Payable   $954.00 

Cash  - Checking (BOA) 9,406.15  Deferred Income  110.00 

Accts Rec. Symp/mtg/Sem 0.00        

PrePaid Expenses  3,283.88  Fund Balance  23,805.66 

             

TOTAL ASSETS    $24,869.66  TOTAL L&E     $24,869.66 

AGA—Trenton Chapter 
Balance Sheet as of 2/28/17 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Remaining AGA Audio Conferences 

 

 

Topic: Ethics 

Location: Office of the State Comptroller, 12th Floor Conference 

Room - 20 West State Street, Trenton, NJ 08625 

Date: April 12, 2017 Time: 2 PM to 4 PM 

 

Topic: Fraud/Data Analytics 

Location: Office of the State Comptroller, 12th Floor Conference 

Room - 20 West State Street, Trenton, NJ 08625 

Date: June 14, 2017 Time: 2 PM to 4 PM 
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April 2017 
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May 2017 



 17 

June 2017 
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The Paul Vidunas Memorial Fund was established in 1998 shortly 

after the death of then Trenton Chapter President Paul Vidunas.  During his 

lifetime, Paul was very involved in community service as an enthusiastic 

volunteer for various community based organizations.  The establishment 

of a fund that would support a variety of community service groups 

seemed a fitting tribute to this memory.   

 

Each year a different recipient is selected to receive funds collect 

throughout the Chapter’s program year.  The local area charity for this 

year’s Paul Vidunas fund is Anchor House.  The agency’s mission is to work 

with abused, homeless, runaway, at risk and aging out youth to utilize their 

strengths and the support of their families and communities in order to 

ensure a stable and successful home.  For information about the charity 

CLICK HERE! 

 

The Trenton Chapter AGA holds drawings at monthly meetings and 

educational events to raise funds for the Paul Vidunas Memorial Fund.  For 

more information on how you can contribute to this worthy cause contact 

the AGA Trenton local chapter now at https://www.agacgfm.org/

Chapters/Trenton/Home.aspx 

About the Paul Vidunas Memorial Fund  

http://www.anchorhousenj.org/
https://www.agacgfm.org/Chapters/Trenton/Home.aspx
https://www.agacgfm.org/Chapters/Trenton/Home.aspx
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Thank you to all our newsletter sponsors! 

KPMG LLP, the U.S. audit, tax and ad-

visory services firm, operates from 87 

offices with more than 23,000 employ-

ees and partners throughout the U.S. 

Our purpose is to turn knowledge 

into value for the benefit of our cli-

ents, our people, and the capital mar-

kets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The mission of the Mercer County Im-

provement Authority (MCIA) is to serve 

the needs of Mercer County improving 

the quality of life for the residents by 

providing programs and services for the 

County, Municipalities, school and fire 

districts, and not-for-profits in the areas 

of financing, project management, rede-

velopment, solid waste and recycling. 

 

 

 

 

Today's Mercadien focuses on team work and effectively allocating resources to be 

responsive to each client's needs. The Mercadien Group is a family of distinct com-

panies created to serve the diverse and sophisticated needs of our clients in a capac-

ity far greater than any single organization can offer. The group is comprised of six 

individual companies situated in one location, providing accounting, auditing, tax 

planning and compliance, management consulting, technology, wealth management, 

outsourcing, and investment banking services. We are a group of trusted advisors 

working in one place, sharing a broad knowledge base, and creating seamless solu-

tions to meet your personal and business objectives. 
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Membership 
 

AGA members form a diverse group of individuals--from students to entry-level employees to senior ex-

ecutives and elected officials--working for local and state governments, school districts and retirement sys-

tems, colleges and universities, federal agencies and public accounting firms.  

Whatever your role in government financial management, AGA offers a membership package tailored to 

meet your professional needs and interests. 

 

AGA Member Types:  
 

Full Government Member  
This class of membership requires three or more years of government experience, involving the profes-

sional performance of financial management activities in an operational, administrative and/or supervisory 

capacity. This class is also available to individuals with similar experience outside the government who are 

engaged in educational activities having the same objectives as the Association, or who have made a contri-

bution toward the improvement of government financial management. $100 national + 5 local/year. 

 

Private Sector Member  
This class of membership is available to individuals working for commercial activities/ventures that are 

actively engaged in and support AGA's purpose and objectives. $160 + $5 local/year.  

 

Early Career Member  
This class of membership is available to government employees with less than three years experience. $45 

+ $5 local/year.  

 

Student Member Student:  
This class of membership is available to college/university students. $30 + $5 local/year. 

 

Retired: 
This class of membership is available to AGA members who have permanently retired and are not working. 

$35 + $5 local/year. 

 

Membership Link:  

https://www.agacgfm.org/Membership/overview.aspx 

https://www.agacgfm.org/Membership/overview.aspx
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2016-2017 Chapter Officers and Directors 

President: Kiersten Kokotajlo 

President-Elect, Education: Andy Bishop 

Immediate Past President/Nominating Committee Chair: 

Audrey Hoyle 

Vice President of Admin/Programs: Christopher Schwartz 

Vice President of Membership: Robert Rizzo 

Treasurer: Dave Kaschak 

Secretary: Michelle Blatt 

Accountability Outreach Chair: Nikki Farrell 

Communications: Nikki Farrell 

Sponsorship: Michael Hoyle 

Audio Conferences: Michelle Blatt 

Fall Seminar: Audrey Hoyle/Rene Gervasoni/Jessica Lippincott 

Spring Symposium: Guy Tassi/Brian Larkin 

Chapter Recognition: Brian Larkin 

CGFM Chairperson (Trenton Chapter): Margarita Stanislavskaya 

Regional Vice President: Joe Connolly 

Community Service: Robert Olsen, Christopher Fuccello 

Awards: Christopher Schwartz 

Regional & Chapter Early Career: Meghan Ellis 

Budget/Finance: Tyler Frounfelker 

Newsletter: Andrew Bishop 

Meeting Chair: Rene Gervasoni 

Paul Vidunas Coordinator: Audrey Hoyle 

Historian: Rose Todaro 

By-Laws: Michael Hoyle 
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By mail:   AGA-Trenton 

                 PO Box 536 

                 Trenton, NJ 08604 

Via e-mail:   agatrentoninfo@agatrenton.com 

Like us on facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/pages/AGA-
Trenton-Chapter/531861283584888 

 

Website:   https://www.agacgfm.org/Chapters/Trenton/Home.aspx 

 
 
 

Contact us 

N e w s l e t t er  s u g g es t i o n s  

FEEDBACK WANTED! 

Please feel free to offer any comments or suggestions for the news-

letter’s design, format, or style.  We look forward to hearing from 

you! 

Please note that we are a GREEN Chapter 

 

Check out our Citizen Centric Report:  
https://www.agacgfm.org/Chapters/Trenton/Our-Chapter/

Chapter-News/2016-Citizen-Centric-Report.aspx 

mailto:agatrentoninfo@agatrenton.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/AGA-Trenton-Chapter/531861283584888
https://www.facebook.com/pages/AGA-Trenton-Chapter/531861283584888
https://www.agacgfm.org/Chapters/Trenton/Home.aspx
https://www.agacgfm.org/Chapters/Trenton/Our-Chapter/Chapter-News/2016-Citizen-Centric-Report.aspx
https://www.agacgfm.org/Chapters/Trenton/Our-Chapter/Chapter-News/2016-Citizen-Centric-Report.aspx

