
Greetings, 

It’s hard to believe that our program year is more than half way over and the 

spring season is right around the corner!  We have had some great educational 

seminars and luncheons this program year and have many more scheduled over 

the remainder of the year. Our PDT planning committee is busy working on the 

2017 PDT, make sure to mark your calendar April 20-21, 2017.  I look forward to 

seeing you at one of our upcoming educational classes over the next few months 

as we conclude our program year. 

I openly invite any of our Chapter Members to attend the CEC’s regularly sched-

uled business meetings and provide input on how we can better serve you.  Please 

also feel free to contact any one of us if you have ideas, comments, or suggestions 

you would like to offer.  

I am honored to serve the professionals of the Albuquerque community, and I 

look forward to seeing you at our various events this year! 

 

Sincerely, 

 Matt Bone, CPA, CGFM, CGMA 

AGA Albuquerque Chapter President 

PRESIDENT ’S MESSAGE 

NEW MEMBERS: 

Sara Brownstein, Dept. of Workforce Solutions 

Edward Ellison, Las Cruces Public Schools 
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We changed our Face-
book communication 

from a closed group to 
a page that everyone 
can access.  Come fol-
low us to see events, 
pictures and more!   
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WEBSITE UPDATE ANNOUNCEMENT :  

www.AGAABQ.org has a new look!  Come visit the new site 

to access information for CGFM certification, education and ser-
vice events, and provide ideas or feedback to our Chapter.  
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1.)  Review the examination's content outlines that list the main and subtopics covered in each examination.  

This should be the focal point of your preparation. It is the core document used as the basis for each examina-

tion and a guideline for writing examination questions. 

2.)  Customize your preparation process. The examinations are rigorous. Don’t underestimate the need to study 

and be prepared. There are a number of options available, including instructor-led courses and self-study guides.  

Review each option to determine what works best for your level of knowledge, learning style, budget and time 

constraints. 

3.)  Decide on which study option works best: 

Most AGA Chapters offer classroom instruction to assist in passing the CGFM exam.   The Albuquerque Chapter 

and New Mexico Chapter jointly conduct annual CGFM training events.  Contact any of our Albuquerque Chapter 

Executive Committee (CEC) members for information on registering for the next event.   

AGA National’s Intensive Review Course (IRC) event serves as a concentrated refresher course and is followed by 

an opportunity to take the examinations immediately following the review.  It is a great opportunity to review 

the course material with a knowledgeable instructor and complete your CGFM!  The two-day IRC runs from 8:00 

a.m. – 5:00 p.m. both days, and offers up to 18 CPEs.   

If you are looking for a cost-effective way to study at your own pace, AGA offers CGFM study guides in two con-

venient formats: A printed version and a one-year online subscription.  An option is also available to purchase 

both formats as a bundle.     

Printed Version: These three comprehensive publications benefit both CGFM candidates and those who wish 

to advance their knowledge of government financial management in general.  The study guides feature a text-

book-like format, with learning objectives, a summary, and a reinforcement quiz included in each chapter. In 

addition to the relevant resources, the appendices contain a glossary of terms, a list of reference materials, an-

swers to reinforcement quizzes with explanations, and end-of-course review questions.   Individuals ordering the 

study guides can purchase the option of earning self-study Continuing Professional Education (CPE) hours upon 

passing an online CPE quiz. 

Online Subscription: The online subscription option offers the same benefits as the printed version, but also 

offers the ability to review the content on your laptop, tablet or phone, and access new editions if they are pub-

lished within your subscription period. 

4.)  Work with others within our chapter to form study groups and share study guides. 

5.)  Review the CGFM Examinations sample questions. These questions are designed to provide you with a sam-

pling of the format and types of questions you can expect on the examinations. 

THERE ARE MANY APPROACHES. IN THIS MONTH’S ISSUE, WE WILL OUTLINE THE APPROACH 

THAT AGA RECOMMENDS. 

CGFM C AND IDATE S  OFTE N  AS K  “W H AT  IS  TH E  
B E S T  WAY  TO  S TUDY?”   
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APPLY: 

https://www.agacgfm.org/Membership/Connect/Awards-Recognition/National-Academic-Scholarships.aspx?
utm_source=Informz&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=AGA+Communications&_zs=fXQCc1&_zl=ThNb3 



 

 

 

Toy Drive to Benefit UNM Carrie Tingley Hospital & the AGA– Albuquerque CEC 

A LBUQUERQUE  C HAPTER   

R ECAP  D ECEMBER  S EMINAR  

W I TH  R AY  R OB E RTS  &  D ANN Y  
M ARTI N E Z  

GASB Updates & Financial Reporting  

On December 16, 2016, Ray Roberts, Alan Bowers, & Danny Martinez of RPC CPA’s & Consultants gave a 
seminar with presentation to an attentive audience about GASB updates and changes at Crown Plaza. Ray 
provided the history of standard setting and standard setting process. Ray, Alan, & Danny discussed various 
updates to GASB 72 through 83, including their Financial Reporting Implications. There were various Indi-
vidual exercises throughout on presentation, such as an new GASB’s and impacts of different situations, 
GAAP Hierarchy & Authoritative Guidance. Also, was a group exercise on Tax Abatement Issues, per GASB 
77. The GASB update seminar provided helpful updates to GASB and we were happy to have RPC CPA’s & 
Consultants share with us! 



FREE  TOOLS FOR  

FINANCIAL MANAGERS 

https://www.agacgfm.org/Intergovernmental/Free-Online-

Products-for-Financial-Managers.aspx 

OTHER EDUCATIONAL EVENTS : 
AGA, IIA, & ISACA HAVE A RECIPROCAL AGREEMENT TO HONOR EACH OTHER ’S 

MEMBERSHIP RATES FOR EDUCATIONAL EVENTS. 



MEET OUR  

AGA-ABQ CHAPTER MEMBERS 

Victor Kraft is in his second year of member-

ship with AGA, and has served as part of the CEC 

during this time.  For the 2016-2017 program year, 

he is serving the Albuquerque Chapter as Treasurer.  

He previously held the Early Career Chair position.  

Victor is a licensed CPA, CFE, and  CGFM.  Victor is 

a Senior Associate at CliftonLarsonAllen and works in 

the assurance practice.   

Mari Hughes has been a member of the AGA Albu-

querque Chapter for approximately two years.  Mari started 

with the City of Albuquerque in September 2007 as a Princi-

pal Accountant in the Financial Reporting Section and, over 

the years, has worked her way through the ranks to become 

Associate Controller of Financial Reporting.  Prior to work-

ing for the City, Mari was with the State of New Mexico 

(primarily with the Judicial Branch) for just over 8 years.  

Mari has her Master’s in Accountancy from the University of 

New Mexico and is a CGFM candidate currently studying 

for section two. 






