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2017 AGA Washington, DC Chapter President

President’s Message

"If your actions inspire 
others to dream more, 
learn more, do more, and 
become more, you are a 
leader.” 

– John Quincy Adams
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Thank you to our Sponsors, Officers, and Directors for your support, volunteer time and dedication to AGA 
and the profession.  I look forward to seeing everyone at the next monthly luncheon on Wednesday, 
March 15th at the Hamilton.      

Best Regards,

Wendy Morton-Huddleston,CGFM, PMP

Month Highlights
Member Services “America” Networking Event - Celebrating Democracy – 45 participants enjoyed 
presidential trivia, networking, and the awards and membership committees highlighted upcoming 
initiatives.

February

January

The
Washington
Connection

Miriam’s Kitchen – 6 Volunteers prepared fresh & healthy meals for the homeless.

 Washington Capitals vs. Carolina Hurricanes - sports and fellowship. 

Early Careers Sponsored the Capital Region Happy Hour – networking after day 1 of the National          
Leadership Training (NLT).

Greetings Fellow Members,

We commenced 2017 with informative insights from the District of Columbia Chief Financial 
Officer (CFO) Jeff DeWitt on January 12th and the former CFO of the US Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) Jon Holladay on February 22nd.  Jeff provided a status on infrastructure, 
the capital planning process, METRO and funding solutions.  Jon shared lessons learned of 
system implementation, culture, resources, and planning.  Thank you Jeff and Jon for 
sharing your thought leadership.    

Chapter Highlights

National Leadership Training – Well attended by AGA DC Chapter members.  Thank you DC Chapter 
for your support of the Andy Barr Award nomination and recognition.  I’m honored and appreciative.  
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On March 17, 2010, Kathleen S. Tighe was sworn in as the inspector general of the U.S. Department of Education (ED). 

Tighe has a long and distinguished career in government accountability and a wealth of experience in fighting fraud. 
Prior to taking the helm at ED's Office of Inspector General, she was the deputy inspector general of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. From 1995 to 2005, she served as counsel to the inspector general at the General Services 
Administration (GSA) and, before that, as an assistant counsel for the GSA Office of Inspector General.

From 1988 until 1991, Tighe was a trial attorney in the Fraud Section of the Commercial Litigation Branch of the 
Department of Justice. She litigated cases under the civil False Claims Act representing various government agencies. 
Prior to her government service, Tighe was in private practice with the law firm Lewis, Mitchell & Moore.

Tighe also has played an active role in the operations of the Council of the Inspectors General on Integrity and Efficiency 
(CIGIE), the umbrella organization for all federal inspectors general, established by Congress to address integrity, 
economy, and effectiveness issues that transcend individual government agencies. She currently chairs the CIGIE 
Information Technology Committee and is a member of CIGIE's Audit Committee.

Tighe has lectured frequently to both government and private organizations on issues relating to fraud, waste, and 
abuse in government programs. In 2014, she was named by the Institute of Internal Auditors as one of the most 
influential professionals in government auditing.

Inspector General Tighe serves on a number of interagency committees, including the DATA Act Interagency Advisory 
Committee, which provides strategic direction to support the implementation of the Digital Accountability and 
Transparency Act; and the Government Accountability Office's Domestic Working Group, which advances accountability 
in federal, state, and local government. In 2011, Tighe was appointed by President Obama to chair the Recovery 
Accountability and Transparency Board, a position that concluded in 2015.

Tighe earned her law degree with honors from George Washington University (J.D., 1983) and a master's degree in 
International Relations from American University (M.A., 1979). She graduated with distinction from Purdue University 
(B.A., 1976), where she was a member of Phi Beta Kappa.  

Get to Know March Speaker
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Certified Government Financial Manager (CGFM) 
Committee Updates

by Robbie Jordan

March is proclaimed CGFM month.  This is a great time to make the commitment to get your CGFM Certification and the AGA 
DC Chapter is here to help you get started.  This year we are offering an Exam Rebate Initiative.  

Exam Rebate Initiative – Take the exam and pass it during the months of February, or March and we will reimburse you the 
cost of your exams! You must submit the passing certification per module in order to qualify for the rebate.  Reimbursement 
cost for each exam is $125! 

March is CGFM Month 

Since its inception in 1994, the Certified Government Financial Manager (CGFM) designation has become the standard by which 
government financial management professionals are measured. Its education, experience and ethics requirement have served to 
elevate the most seasoned financial professionals. The CGFM is the first certification broad enough to cover the whole field of 
government financial management-federal, state and local. It measures a wide range of knowledge and skills that a professional 
needs to succeed in the federal government financial environment, or to meet the unique challenges faced by state and local 
government financial managers. To recognize the CGFM Program and its accomplishments, AGA has declared the month of 
March of each year as "CGFM Month”. 
Be sure to visit the AGA DC CGFM table at the March luncheon to help celebrate CGFM Month!
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Congratulations to the following members who achieved the goal of becoming a CGFM in the months of Oct, Nov & Dec! Way 
to go!

AGA National is hosting some great opportunities to all AGA members in the month of March. 
1) Through the AGA National site, the CGFM application fee promotion – 50% savings for AGA members
until March 31st.
2) “Become a CGFM” webinar: Learn about the value and process of earning the CGFM (and get 1 CPE) by
participating on March 15 at 2pm. Invite your friends and colleagues, as well!

As always, if you have questions about the CGFM Program, please feel free to contact Robbie Jordan, Director at 
Roberta.Jordan@opm.gov or Wendy Allen, Assistant Director at wjallen@kpmg.com.

• Joseph D. OLeska, Jr., CGFM
• Mr. Jacob D. Matthews, CGFM
• Mr. Gerald Ruiz, CGFM, CPA
• Halimatu Jalloh, CGFM
• Jessica O. Krangar, CGFM
• Pierre Martel, CGFM
• Joseph I. Hungate, III, CGFM
• Mr. Ken Pezzella, CGFM
• Douglas J. Watts, CGFM
• Mr. Kenneth M. Hodgson, CGFM
• Veronica Baird, CGFM
• Theodore Kozlow, CGFM
• Ponce L. Moss, CGFM
• Mr. Cory W. Johnson, CGFM, CPA
• Brent A. Penny, CGFM
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Save the Date! 

16th Annual AGA Federal Financial 
Management Training

2017 AGA DC 

Audio Training 

Schedule 
The AGA DC Chapter will host the following 
National audio trainings throughout this 
program year at the Ford House Office 
Building, 441 2nd Street SW, 3rd Floor, 
Room #H2-396, Washington, DC 20515. 
Registration links will be distributed to 
members the week before each training. 

Cost: 
There is no charge for AGA members in good 
standing for these events and attendees will 
earn two (2) CPE credit hours.

When:
March 8 - Uniform Guidance 
March 29 - CFO/CIO Collaboration 
May 17 - Data Act
June 14 - Fraud/Data Analytics

The
Washington
Connection

Join us for this premier training event to hear firsthand from government 
leaders on the latest financial management developments. This annual 
training, offered by the DC Chapter, offers 16 hours of valuable NASBA CPE 
credits.

When:
March 29th and 30th, 2017
(Awards Gala evening on March 29th)

Where: 
Pavilion Ballroom 
Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade Center
1300 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington DC 20004

To register, please visit http://www.agadc.org/upcoming-events/ 

11th Annual Washington Women Speak!

WWS! is an annual signature event that highlights awareness of women 
successes in the Washington, DC area and connects colleagues with real-
world experiences to enrich their personal and professional growth.
To access the Eventbrite registration, please visit: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/washington-women-speak-women-in-
transition-navigating-the-path-forward-tickets-20586037392 

When:
March 16th, 2017

Where: 
Amphitheater
Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade Center
1300 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington DC 20004

Schedule:
8:00 – 8:45: Breakfast 
8:45 – 9:00: Opening Remarks 
9:00 – 9:30: Keynote
9:30 – 10:45: Panel Discussion
10:45 – 11:30: Networking 

Issue IV • 
February 2017/March 2017
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Community Service:
On January 30th 2016, 6 AGA DC Chapter members joined forces with Miriam’s Kitchen to prepare and serve restaurant 
quality meals to their guests in need. Upon arrival, the kitchen was already buzzing with activity. 

The
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Member Services & Community Service

Thanks everyone for a great event and for the excellent networking, 
celebration of our democracy and paying tribute to past Presidents.January 12 Luncheon Speaker

January 27th AGA celebrates America:
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February Luncheon Highlights!
Thank you to all AGA members for attending the luncheon. We look forward to seeing you on March 15th.

7



The
Washington
ConnectionIssue IV • 

February 2017/March 2017

Early Careers and Capital Region Collaboration

AGA Capital Region Networking Happy Hour on February 15th 
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Awards Committee Announcement!

Congratulations also to Chip Fulghum, 
recipient of the 2017 NLT Distinguished 
Federal Leadership Award for promoting 

excellence in government management and  
demonstrating outstanding leadership.

Congratulations to our very own DC Chapter 
President, Wendy Morton-Huddleston, 

recipient of the 2017 NLT Andy Barr Award for 
exemplifying and promoting excellence, 

outstanding leadership, high ethical standards, 
and innovative management techniques.

A big thank you to the DC Chapter Awards Committee (Eveka 
Rodriguez & Team) for spearheading the nomination, application, 
review, and submission process for National Leadership Training 

(NLT) Awards!
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Follow Us:
FACEBOOK.COM/
AGADCCHAPTER

Contact Us
Whether you’re looking for more information, or you’d like to give 
us your suggestions or comments, you’ll find easy ways to contact us 
right here.  

The most direct way to get your question answered is to send an 
email to the AGA DC Board Member via agadc.org. Check out the 
Officers and Directors for their contact information. For example, if 
you have a question about the AGA DC monthly luncheon, 
contact Eric Schaefer at  eschaefer@kpmg.com.

AGA DC Chapter
PO Box 432
Falls Church, VA 22040

@AGA_DC

The
Washington
ConnectionIssue IV • 

February 2017/March 2017
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Thank you for your sponsorship
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Kearney & Company, a CPA firm established in 1985, exclusively serves the 
Federal Government. Kearney takes pride in our ability to assist agencies with 
meeting challenging business objectives. We support agencies in complying 
with complex requirements that promote financial management excellence.  
Kearney experts have authored several books on Federal financial 
management. Visit us at www.kearneyco.com.
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PwC's Public Sector Practice helps federal agencies solve complex 
business issues, manage risk and add value through our 
comprehensive service offerings in financial management; 
program management; human capital; enterprise effectiveness; 
governance, risk and compliance; and technology, all of which 
are delivered seamlessly throughout the world. 
To find out more, visit www.pwc.com/publicsector. 
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Established in 1980, MIL provides innovative financial, cyber, engineering, and information 
technology services to the federal government. Creative, highly skilled professionals are 
what set us apart. Dedicated to excellence, service, and support, MIL recognizes that 
sustained high-quality service delivery is the most important contributor to our success. Our 
proven ability to retain existing customers (several for over 30 years) and build long-term 
relationships is proof of the MIL commitment and is a direct result of the 
outstanding performance of our team. We’ve been recognized by our clients and industry 
professionals alike for our integrity, diligence, and expertise across our core service 
areas. MIL offers financial services dedicated to providing a wide variety of cost-
effective solutions. Our team supports the federal government in the 
implementation, support, and maintenance of commercial off-the-shelf (COTS) and custom 
financial management, accounting, and administrative systems. Additionally, MIL 
provides financial and IT support across the globe. Our client partners benefit from 
proven, hands-on solutions, while maintaining an objective view.
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Thank you for your sponsorship
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CLA is a professional services firm delivering integrated wealth advisory, outsourcing, and public 
accounting capabilities to help clients succeed professionally and personally. This allows us to serve 
clients more completely and offer our people diverse career opportunities.

We believe professional relationships can be personal and those connections can last for 
generations. Watch our video to discover how we can help — every step of the way.
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Grant Thornton is one of the world’s leading organizations of independent audit, tax and advisory 
firms. These firms help dynamic organizations unlock their potential for growth by providing 
meaningful, forward-looking advice. Proactive teams, led by approachable partners in these firms, 
use insights, experience and instinct to understand complex issues faced by privately owned, 
publicly listed and public sector clients and help them to find solutions. Over 35,000 Grant Thornton 
professionals in more than 100 countries are focused on making a difference to clients, colleagues 
and the communities in which we live and work.
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Thank you for your sponsorship
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For more than 15 years, AOC Federal Financial Management has offered in-depth 
expertise in accounting, audit readiness and remediation, and consulting services to public 
and private clients. With a relentless focus on the objectives of the client, our experience 
and knowledge becomes your resource.
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TFC Consulting, Inc. (TFC) is a licensed CPA firm, small 
disadvantaged business, and a participant in the Small Business 
Administration's 8(a) program. TFC has over 14 years of experience 
assisting federal agency managers address financial management 
and regulatory compliance needs. Our federal consulting 
foundation is built on our Big 4 pedigree and our experience as 
former federal financial managers. We leverage both perspectives 
and partner with our clients to develop and implement 
comprehensive solutions to resolve complex challenges with the 
goal of strengthening internal controls, compliance with pertinent 
laws and regulations, and achievement of operational efficiency. 

Williams Adley is an award winning small certified public accounting firm specializing in assurance and advisory, IT 
risk management and consulting services for federal government clients.  For 35+ years, Williams Adley has 
supported OIG, CFO, CIO and other executive level federal clients with independent, objective services that drive 
real business results. As an AGA Corporate Sponsor, we are proud to be an integral part of the Federal accounting 
community and look forward to answering your questions.  Please visit us at www.williamsadley.com.

IFAS an accounting and management consulting firm 
provides Program Management services, Business and 
Finance Operations Support, Integrated Logistics Support 
and IT Portfolio/Asset Management services to meet the 
specific needs of its clients.  to our federal clients. IFAS 
makes your mission our mission, using a cross-functional 
initiative involving the redesign of business processes to 
bring about simultaneous changes in culture, structure, 
and information technology that produce dramatic 
performance improvements. 
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Becker Professional Education, a DeVry Company, is a global leader in professional education serving the 
Federal, State and Local Government and DoD community worldwide. Our courses have been aligned by the 
DoD, Office of the Under Secretary of Comptroller, to the DoD approved Financial Management and 
Leadership competencies. Our product offerings include: Becker CPA Exam Review, Continuing Professional 
Education catalog, PMP® Exam Review, Lean Six Sigma, Cybersecurity courses, Leadership and ACCA® Exam 
preparation. Throughout our 50-year history, Becker has earned a strong track record of student success 
through superior teaching, curriculum and learning tools that enable our students to develop the knowledge 
and performance skills necessary to pass their exams. 

Deloitte provides industry-leading audit, consulting, tax and advisory services to many 
of the world’s most admired brands, including 80 percent of the Fortune 500. Our 
people work across more than 20 industry sectors to deliver measurable and lasting 
results that help reinforce public trust in our capital markets, inspire clients to make 
their most challenging business decisions with confidence, and help lead the way 
toward a stronger economy and a healthy society. In the federal government space, 
more than 7,350 Deloitte professionals are dedicated to serving U.S. federal clients with 
wide-ranging missions. Deloitte applies a mix of private-sector insights and public-
sector experience to work with federal agencies to rethink, reduce and restructure — 
from day-to-day operations to large-scale transformations. To learn more, visit 
www.deloitte.com/federal.

Starry Associates, Inc. is a true quality first, CMMI Maturity Level 3 appraised 
provider of financial management systems and services, IT solutions, and 
enterprise support services throughout the government arena.  Headquartered 
in Annapolis, Maryland, Starry Associates is a woman-owned, small business 
with 34 years of successful experience delivering a powerful blend of financial 
and technology expertise for government agencies.  Starry Associates provides 
functional and technical experts for an array of financial systems support, as 
well as system integration, implementation, data conversion and customer 
support services for our clients seeking support for their finance, accounting, 
procurement, budget, grants, travel, data analytics, business intelligence, 
reporting, and asset management requirements.

FEDSYNC is a successful prime, certified SBA 8(a) business, delivering federal 
government services CONUS, with proven capabilities in Financial Management, 
Business/Data Intelligence, Cybersecurity/Information Assurance, Information 
Technology, and Program/Project Management. Our mission is to deliver 
solutions that are innovative and proven, and delivered by providing the best 
suited tools and talent- ensuring our client is prepared for tomorrows’ 
challenges. FEDSYNC is a customer centered, talent focused and highly 
responsive firm; we combine the agility and responsive infrastructure of a small 
firm with proven executive leadership to ensure timely, high quality, and best-
value contract execution.

�* 
STARRY ASSOCIATES 
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KPMG is a global network of professional firms providing Audit, Tax 
and Advisory services. We have 189,000 outstanding professionals 
working together to deliver value in 152 countries. With a 
worldwide presence, KPMG continues to build on our successes 
thanks to clear vision, defined values and, above all, our people. 
Our industry focus helps KPMG firms’ professionals develop a rich 
understanding of clients' businesses and the insight, skills and 
resources required to address industry-specific issues and 
opportunities. 

Watkins Government Services LLC (WGS) is a 
woman owned small business consulting 
firm in metropolitan Washington, DC  that 
serves the government sector; delivering 
financial management, grants management 
and business process re-engineering services 
to federal, state and local agencies. 

Allmond & Company is a certified public accounting 
firm that began operations in 1985. During the past 
twenty years, the firm has provided tax, accounting, 
auditing, and management advisory services to 
hundreds of professionals and small to medium-
sized businesses in the Washington, DC area. The 
firm's primary efforts, however, have been in support 
of auditing and accounting requirements of the 
Federal Government. 

Savantage Solutions is a CMMI® Level 3 software 
development organization and a ISO 9001:2008 certified 
company providing a wide range of consulting, integration, 
technology and support solutions and services to Federal 
agencies. For over two decades, Savantage has partnered 
with organizations in both the public and private sectors to 
achieve innovative solutions for customers' challenges. 
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