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Hello, fellow AGA Members!  

It feels like the last time we reached out to all of you was 
last year. Wow, how time flies!  

We hope that you had a wonderful holiday season 
among family and loved ones. Best of luck to each of 

you with your New Year?s resolutions. 

I look forward to seeing you during our next monthly 
meeting on January 16th. For more information see 

page 2 of this newsletter.  

Best wishes, 
Josefina Garcia 

                          In This Issue

20 19  Newslet t er Award W inner - Group D

Josefina García, CMA, CPA 
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Chapter Meet ings

Mont hly Meet ing
January 16, 2020
425 Downtown

Mont hly Meet ing
February 20 , 2020
425 Downtown

20 20  Spring Seminar
March 26, 2020
White River Conference Center

Mont hly Meet ing
April 16, 2020
425 Downtown

May Meet ing - TBD

Summer Break

AGA Ozarks Chapt er  January Meet ing

- Join us on January 16 to hear a very exciting 
speaker!

- Topic: Effective Leadership: Theory and Practice
- Dean Thompson, Associate General Manager at 

City Utilit ies of Springfield
- Dean has over 30 years of leadership and 

management experience
- Register here

Nat ional Leadership Training (NLT 2020)

- NLT is the essential event for developing and 
training government financial professionals to 
excel as leaders in today's competitive market

- Opportunity to learn best practices, find new 
solutions to challenges, network with peers, and 
learn from the top financial management leaders 
and industry experts

- 14 CPE hours
- Feb 12-13, 2020 in Washington, D.C. or virtual
- Keynote Speakers - Brett Culp "Superhero 

Leadership" and Jen Shirkani "Brain Power: The 
Science of Successful Leadership"

- Registration details here

https://www.agacgfm.org/Chapters/Ozarks-Chapter/Training-Events/Event-Calendar/January-2020-Monthly-Meeting.aspx
https://www.agacgfm.org/NLT/NLT-Home.aspx
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The holiday season is what  many think of  as the season 
for giving. Ref lect ing on the 2018 stat ist ics f rom the 
Nat ional Philanthropic Trust  is heart -warming.  Americans 
gave $427.71 billion to charity in 2018. 30% of the adult  
populat ion volunteers their t ime, talents, and energy to 
make a dif ference with an est imated value of  $167 billion.

News f rom Nat ional/NCC Rep
Hello, everyone! 

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to you and your families! The start  of  2020  is coming fast . Is 
earning the CGFM cert if icat ion on your list  of  New Year?s resolut ions?  

Here are some things you need to know: 

· The CGFM cert if icat ion is 100% focused on government  f inancial management  with a broad 
coverage of  various aspects of  f inancial management  at  the federal, state and local levels. 

  · The CGFM cert if icat ion benef its you as an employee by increasing your knowledge of  government  
f inancial management . 

  · The CGFM cert if icat ion benef its your employer as you have a bet ter understanding of  how the 
dif ferent  government  f inancial management  components f it  together. 

  · The init ial CGFM requirements are :

- Ethics ? Read and agree to abide by AGA?s Code of  Ethics. 
- Educat ion ? Have a Bachelors? degree f rom an accredited U.S. college or university. 
- Examinat ions ? Pass all 3 comprehensive CGFM examinat ions 
- Experience ? Complete at  least  2 years of  professional-level experience in the U.S.   

government  f inancial management  f ield (exams may be scheduled and taken  before the two 
years have been completed) 

  · Your Ozarks Chapter is here to help! Study guides for each of  the exams can be checked out  at  no 
cost , and the Chapter of fers CPE to help meet  your requirements of  80  CPE hours every two years. 

  · If  your employer did not  pay for your exams, an Ozarks Chapter scholarship is available for the cost  
of  the program applicat ion and exam fees af ter passing all 3 exams. 

Contact  Monica Robinson, CGFM Chair, for more informat ion. 

I?ll update you next  month with more news from Nat ional. 

Greg Drake, 2019-2020  Ozarks Chapter NCC Representat ive 
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Everyone, meet  
Jul ie Ravenscraft

"Breaking Buzzwords" 
 They say: "Happy Holidays!"

They mean: "Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah and Kwanzaa, Happy New 
Year" - as a show of respect for different religious faiths or secular beliefs

They "really" mean: "I hope you find some cheer during this cold, dark season!"

Introducing the newlywed from the quaint 
town of Festus, Missouri, Julie married in 
July to her husband James. Their rescued 
fur-ball, Winston, looks like a very well 
loved family member and there are plans 
for another adopted fur-ball sibling. Julie 
teaches accounting at MSU where she 
teaches Not-for-Profit and Professionalism 
in Accountancy. Pursuing her Ph.D. in 
Business Administration at Oklahoma State 
University, in addition to her BS in 
Accounting and MAcc from Missouri State 
University. She has been a member of AGA 
for 8 years and serves as the Early Careers 
Chair for the Chapter Executive Committee.   

Strictly Business:

What led you to this career?

The wonderful faculty I had during my 
education. The students I have the 
opportunity to teach and mentor are the best 
part of my job!

A Little More Personal:

What 's a thing most people don't know 
about you?

In kindergarten her teacher asked what 
comes after 10? Jack, Queen, King, Ace!

Just For Fun:

If you could trade places with anyone for a 
day, who would you chose? Warren Buffet
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- 3 NLT Scholarships were 
awarded to MSU students! 

- Caleb Gussner
- Qiruo Wang
- Sierra Weidner

- AGA Ozarks Chapter is on the 
path to success for another 
Plat inum year! As of  
December, your chapter has a 
total of  11,675 credits.  (over 
half  the annual goal!)

Anniversaries, Milestones &  
Achievements

Quote of the Month

 "Only by giving are you able to receive more than you already have" 
-Jim Rohn

Job Oppor t unit ies
- Em ail Nat han Ziegler  w it h 

any governm ent al 
account ing oppor t unit ies 
in t he Ozarks 

mailto:nathan.ziegler@cityutilities.net
mailto:nathan.ziegler@cityutilities.net


6

The Ozarks Ledger      January 20 20

AGA want s t o part ner wit h you. St art  st udying t his winter!

GET STARTED TODAY!GET STARTED TODAY!

GET MORE INFORMATION TODAY!

Cont act  Monica t o see how t he AGA Ozarks Chapter can 
support  you!  - mrobinson@marshf ieldmo.gov

https://www.agacgfm.org/CGFM-Certification.aspx
mailto:mrobinson@marshfieldmo.gov
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Chapt er  Recognit ion Program

Recognition Level Credits Needed

Platinum 19,501 - 25,000

Gold 17,001 - 19,500

Silver 14,501 - 17,000

Bronze 12,000 - 14,500

None 0 - 11,999

20 19  - 20 20  Chapter Recognit ion 
Program Credit s 

The object ive of  the Chapter Recognit ion 
Program is to support , encourage and 
promote AGA's mission.  

These categories and their subcategories 
provide guidelines and suggest ions for 
act ivit ies to create a more well-rounded 
Chapter.  

Each Chapter, along with the Nat ional 
of f ice, selects their annual level goal.  The 
Chapters that  reach their goal earn 
recognit ion and a plaque at  the Nat ional 
Professional Development  Conference.

For more informat ion on these categories 
and the Chapter Recognit ion Program,  
take a look at  the Program Handbook.

Program Year Recognit ion

2018 - 2019 Plat inum

2017 - 2018 Silver

2016 - 2017 Plat inum

2015 - 2016 Plat inum

2014 - 2015 Plat inum

Ozarks Chapter Recognition History

Program Category Credits Earned

Leadership 1,250

Cert if icat ion 700

Educat ion 2,500

Communicat ions 3,775

Membership 2,400

Accountability 950

Community 100

Awards 0

Total Credits 11,675

https://www.agacgfm.org/AGA/MyAGA/chapters/chapter%20resources/documents/CRP-2018-2019-v2018-06.pdf
https://www.agacgfm.org/AGA/MyAGA/chapters/chapter%20resources/documents/CRP-2018-2019-v2018-06.pdf
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Associat ion of  Government  Accountants
Ozarks Chapter
PO Box 5212
Springf ield, Mo 65802

   
          ipsum dolor sit  a

Josef ina Garcia, CPA
President
jgarciaconnected@out look.com

Vacant
President-Elect

Sarah Burrows, CPA
Treasurer
sburrows@kpmcpa.com

Shika Morgan
Secretary 
smorgan@greenecountymo.gov

Tammy Beeman, CGFM
Membership Chair 
tbeeman@springf ieldmo.gov

Nathan Ziegler, CPA
Communicat ions Chair
nathan.ziegler@cityut ilit ies.net

Brandie Fisher, CGFM
Accountability Chair
brandie.f isher@cityut ilit ies.net

Greg Drake, CGFM
Nat ional Council of  Chapters Representat ive
gdrake@thearcoftheozarks.org

Monica Robinson, CGFM
Professional Cert if icat ion
mrobinson@marshf ieldmo.gov

Renee Vines, CPA
Educat ion Co-Chair
Renee.Vines@cityut ilit ies.net

Kristy Bork, CPA
Educat ion Co-Chair
kbork@flyspringf ield.com

Julie Ravenscraf t , CPA
Early Careers Chair
julieravenscraf t@missouristate.edu

Jennifer Schatzer, CPA
Community Service Chair
jschatzer@kpmcpa.com

Teresa Allen, CGFM
Historian
tallen@springf ieldmo.gov

Kristy Bork, CPA
Immediate Past  President
kbork@flyspringf ield.com

Contact  Us

www.ozarksaga.org @OzarksAGA
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