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PREVENTING IMPROPER PAYMENTS
VENDOR SCREENING
• Vendor Tax Identification Number (TIN) and Name must Match at IRS
• Vendor TIN and/or Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) # do not 

match in Do Not Pay’s several databases
• Vendors being paid for Federal Acquisition Regulations (FAR) 

contracts are DUNS linked to System for Award Management (SAM)
• Use of Do Not Pay’s Pre-Award, Pre-Payment, At-Time-Of-Payment 

and Post-Payment functionalities
TRANSACTIONAL SCREENING
• Ensure payments are not duplicates 
• Ensure that payments are for ongoing services or newly received 

goods 
PROCESS SCREENING
• Ensure that all required documents (for example, order, receipt and 

invoice) are available for review for any payment
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VENDOR SCREENING
• At General Services Administration (GSA) 

Vendor Codes (VCs) are the Vendor’s TIN, 
unless the TIN is a Social Security Number 
(SSN) or Vendor is foreign

• Large majority of GSA vendors are paid for 
FAR based contracts

• FAR Vendor Codes must be linked to SAM 
via DUNS numbers
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DATA UNIVERSAL NUMBERING SYSTEM-DUNS
• 9 digit number obtained from and rights owned by Dunn and Bradstreet 

Corporation
• Registered at SAM by Vendor, all data being input by vendor
• Contains all relevant information needed to disburse to a vendor, such 

as multiple addresses, including Remittance, bank data for EFT 
disbursements, contact Names, email addresses and phone numbers

• Once input into SAM, multiple verifications are done by SAM, in 
conjunction with DNP before DUNS is activated and ready for data 
transfer to systems such as GSA’s Pegasys

• Once data is transferred to Pegasys, vendor code is updated with 
vendor-input data that will not result in any Improper Payments

• If vendor subsequently becomes debarred, data will automatically be 
updated in SAM and in Pegasys, preventing any disbursements to that 
vendor

• If vendor changes anything (e.g. banking data) in SAM, it is 
automatically updated in Pegasys

• Vendor is required to renew in SAM every 12 months, regardless of 
whether any of their data has changed or not
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NON-FAR VENDORS
• Vendor’s TIN and Name are individually tested at IRS and must match 

there
• Vendor’s TIN is tested at Do Not Pay’s website and must result in no 

matches in any of their databases
• Vendor code is then activated and will not result in any Improper 

Payments initially
• Weakness of these un-linked (DUNS) vendor codes is that any 

changes in vendor data or exclusions, such as debarments, are not 
updated automatically to the vendor code and can result in Improper 
Payments

• Unlinked Vendor Codes are a small percentage of GSA’s vendor codes
• No Improper Payments have resulted from unlinked vendor codes for 

several years
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IMPROPER PAYMENTS
PREVENTION 

DO NOT PAY
Treasury Website

https://fiscal.treasury.gov/DNP/

https://fiscal.treasury.gov/DNP/
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DO NOT PAY
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DO NOT PAY
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DO NOT PAY
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DNP – CONTINUOUS MONITORING

§ Each month USDA Pegasys Systems team provides DNP with 
active Vendors table

§ DNP compares Pegasys vendors table with their several 
databases and generates a report of Conclusive, Probable and 
Possible Matches

§ Excluded (debarred) vendors are communicated via the 
Automated DNP to SAM to Pegasys system and vendor 
“Debarred” flag checked automatically in Pegasys. Any matches 
in DNP Continuous Monitoring Report are verified

§ Death Master Matches enables Operations to request that 
vendor coders de-activate those vendor codes with note that 
code is not to be used again

§ Probable/Possible Matches return numerous 
False-Positives
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DNP – CONTINUOUS MONITORING 
CONCLUSIVE
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DNP – CONTINUOUS MONITORING

BELOW SCREENSHOT IS FROM PEGASYS VENDOR CODE HEADER: 
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DNP – CONTINUOUS MONITORING 
PROBABLE OR POSSIBLE
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DO NOT PAY
MONTHLY ADJUDICATION-20th OF MONTH



16

DO NOT PAY
MONTHLY ADJUDICATION-20th OF MONTH
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INDEPENDENT IP REDUCTION INITIATIVE
PAYMENTS APPROVED FOR 

DISBURSMENT COMPARED TO VENDOR 
TABLE VIA BUSINESS OBJECTS QUERY
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IMPROPER PAYMENT PREVENTION-

VENDOR SCREENING SUMMARY

• Vendor Code DUNS linkage from DNP to 

SAM to Pegasys

• Individual verification at IRS and DNP if VCs 

not DUNS linked

• Do Not Pay Functionalities Used Pre-Award, 

Pre-Payment, At-Time-Of-Payment and Post-

Payment

• Daily Comparison of Payments Approved for 

Disbursement with Vendor table via Business 

Objects
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ACRONYMS USED
§ CAIVRS = Credit Alert Interactive Verification 

Reporting System
§ CFO = Chief Financial Officer
§ DNP = Do Not Pay
§ DUNS = Dunn & Bradstreet Universal 

Numbering System
§ FAR = Federal Acquisition Regulations
§ LEIE = List of Excluded Individuals/Entities
§ OFAC = Office of Foreign Asset Control
§ SAM = System for Awards Management
§ TOP = Treasury Offset Program



Questions and Answers
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Thank You!!!


